
FRIDAY DEVOTION - GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020
HOW DOES GOD’S VISION GIVE US HOPE FOR THE FUTURE?

Jeremiah 29:11-13:  For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. When you call upon me and come and pray
to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.

Have you ever played a sport or watched a team where you could tell the team or player was
defeated even before the game was over (or maybe before it ever started)?  How did you know?
What does defeat “look” like? 

A big part of having a vision for a better world, a stronger community, and a fulfilling life
is not letting the problems and challenges around us defeat us, but instead having hope.  What is
hope?  Why is it important?

In our life of faith, having hope involves trust. We place our hope in things we can’t see and
in promises not yet fulfilled because we see and believe that God has been faithful in the past.

This week we have been working hard to build a stronger vision for our community. By
working together with one another, partnering with agencies who help people in need, and sharing
our time, skills, and energy, we are also helping to provide hope for others and to witness to our faith
in the God who loves us and calls us to love others. 

Our nation and world have faced A LOT of very daunting challenges over the past several
months. A global pandemic, unrest because of racial injustice, economic challenges, and political
divisions have caused much anxiety, and we all might be tempted to lose hope. 

Today’s passage from Jeremiah reminds us that even when circumstances are difficult and
the future is uncertain, we are not defeated. These words were written during a very difficult time
for the Hebrew people.  Their nation had been conquered, and they had been taken into exile by the
Babylonians. God sent prophets to call them back to their faith but also to give them hope in the
midst of their suffering.  These words from Jeremiah are a good reminder that no matter how
challenging the circumstances, we have God’s promise of a future with hope because God will never
abandon us.

Sometimes hope comes to us through the kindness of others, through opportunities that come
our way unexpectedly, through things of beauty or moments of laughter, or in ways that take us
completely by surprise.  Sometimes we are the ones providing hope for others through our
compassion and generosity and kindness.  Have some conversation about the challenges and fears
of the past few months. Have there been times that you felt anxious or afraid? Where have you found
moments of joy or hope? 

Now spend a few minutes thinking about the experiences of Gatekeepers this week. How do
you think this week has offered hope to others?  What has happened this week that has brought you
hope for yourself or for our community?  Ask each person to think of at least one thing that they can
take from their Gatekeepers experience that will help them to realize God’s vision of a hopeful future
in their own lives or that they can share with others.

Prayer:
Come, Lord Jesus. Come to show us that what matters most can only be measured in bread shared,
bodies healed, spirits lifted, water poured, light in the darkness, joy in the morning, company for the
lonely, peace for the anxious, hope for our world, and all our voices joining together to praise your
name.  Amen. 



THURSDAY DEVOTION - GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020
HOW DO WE REALIZE GOD’S VISION FOR OUR LIVES?

Micah 6:8: God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Colossians 3:12-17:  As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father.

Catching a vision for God’s dreams for us is not just about what God can do cosmically–for
all of creation–or what God can do through us for our communities and the suffering and vulnerable
people we are called to serve. God made us and loves us, and what goes on inside us is just as
important to God as what goes on around us. Our faith teaches us that God is big enough to dream
dreams for the whole universe and personal enough to know the dreams in our hearts. 

Think for a minute about someone you really care about: a parent or grandparent, sibling, best
friend, or significant other. What kind of life do you want for that person? We’re not talking about
fame and money. Those things might be nice, but we know they don’t necessarily lead to a happy
life. For the people you love, what do you want for them on the inside–in their hearts and minds and
souls, and in their closest relationships?

Today’s Bible passages give us some idea of the kind of life God dreams for all of us. We
might think of Micah 6:8 as a summary of what God intends for “the good life”: In your relationship
with the world, do justice; in your relationships with the people you encounter, love kindness; in
your relationship with God, walk humbly.  Colossians 3 gives us a more complete picture of what
this kind of life is like. (Read that passage again slowly and ask crew members to listen for the
characteristics of life and relationships that God desires for us.)

How does the kind of life described in these two passages differ from the kind of life our
culture tells us we should want? (Think about messages we hear about fame, money, success,
“winning,” dividing ourselves into factions (us vs them), “you do you,” etc)  What are some of the
things we can do to strive for the kind of life and relationships God dreams for us? How can we help
others to realize God’s dreams for them?  How does a ministry like Gatekeepers help us to do that?

Prayer of St. Francis:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
And where there is sadness, joy
O Divine Master, grant that I may
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console
To be understood, as to understand
To be loved, as to love
For it is in giving that we receive
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen



WEDNESDAY DEVOTION - GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020
HOW DO WE HELP OTHERS TO SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD?

What does the Kingdom of God look like? No, really. What do you think it looks like, and
how do we know?

When Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God, he often described it more than defined it. He
almost always spoke about it in parables, perhaps because he knew that it can never be confined by
mere words and is revealed to different people in different ways. Jesus said the Kingdom of God is
like:

-a treasure hidden in a field
-seeds scattered on the ground
-a pearl of such great value that we would sell everything to buy it
-a woman who turns her house upside down to discover that one lost coin
-a father who waits eagerly for his wayward son to return home
-a great banquet where those rejected and judged by the world will have a seat of honor at

the feast.

In Luke 4:16-21, when Jesus preached his very first sermon in his hometown synagogue, he
wanted to paint a picture of the Kingdom of God and describe for those who had known him all his
life why he had come. So he picked up the scroll of Isaiah and read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.” 

THIS is how you will know the Kingdom of God when you see it: When the blind can see,
the poor have their needs met, when the oppressed are free, and the prisoners are released (By the
way, almost all prisoners in Jesus’ day were either in debtor’s prison or were prisoners of war.)  So,
Jesus said, the Kingdom of God is GOOD NEWS for all people, but especially for the ones who are
vulnerable and excluded and marginalized by the world.  It is especially GOOD NEWS for the
people who need it most because they don’t often hear very much good news.

If that is how we are to understand the Kingdom of God, think about the ways the Kingdom
of God is visible all around you. What does the Kingdom of God look like in our community?  How
can we be a part of helping other people, especially those who are most vulnerable, to see the
Kingdom of God? (This would be a good place to tie in this week’s theme from Matthew 5, “You
are the light of the world . . . Let your light shine”) How can we “let our light shine” so that others
can see the Kingdom of God more clearly?

If you were to tell a modern-day parable (or even a Gatekeepers parable) to describe the
Kingdom of God, what would you say?  The Kingdom of God is like . . . ?  

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.



TUESDAY DEVOTION - GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020
WHAT IS GOD’S VISION FOR ALL OF CREATION?

Joel 2:28:
Then later, I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
   your old men shall dream dreams,
   and your young men shall see visions.
Even on the male and female slaves,
   in those days, I will pour out my spirit.

Isaiah 2:2-4:  
In days to come . . .
     Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more.

Isaiah 11:6-9:
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.



Have you ever had a dream of something you want for the future? Maybe when you were
little you dreamed of being an astronaut or an Olympic gold medalist or a famous rock star–Maybe
you still do. But by now, as you prepare for the future and look toward graduation, college, and
career, your dreams may be a little more down-to-earth.  They are still important to you, though.

Our dreams are important. They give us motivation to work hard and stay on the right path,
provide focus and goals, give us hope and keep us strong when times are tough.

Did you ever think that God has dreams, too? Not dreams in the sense of what God wants
to be or achieve in the future, but dreams for us, God’s children.  The Bible tells us that, because
God we are God’s children and God loves us, he wants good things for us.  Jesus says that if we who
are sinful give good gifts to our children, how much more will God, who is perfect, give good gifts
to us? (Matthew 7:11) Just as your parents love and support you and have dreams for your future,
God loves all of us and has dreams for us, too.

Scripture tell us, though, that God’s dreams are not necessarily about personal achievements,
job titles, or success. God’s dreams for us have far more to do with a vision of God’s Kingdom
fulfilled in our lives and all of creation. God dreams of a time when divisions and fighting will end,
peace will reign, suffering and mourning will be no more, and everyone will have what they need
for a full and abundant life. 

God has often sent prophets as messengers to tell us about God’s dreams for us. Joel and
Isaiah are two of the prophets from the Old Testament.  Joel promises that when God’s Holy Spirit
is given to us, all people–men and women, young and old–will be able to dream God’s dreams and
see God’s vision for our lives and for creation. Isaiah tells us more about what dream will look like. 

We’ll talk more tomorrow about what it means for us to move toward God’s dreams for us,
but for now, let’s talk about what it might look like to have a world where God’s dreams are being
fulfilled. When we look with our hearts and spirits (as we talked about yesterday), what can we “see”
that might stand in the way of God’s vision for us?  What are the things in our world and in our lives
that might prevent us from fulfilling God’s dreams for us? What can you see in our community, or
even in this week, that is evidence of God’s dreams being fulfilled?  

What do you think it would “look like” in our nation and world if the vision God spoke
through Isaiah became reality?  

(To help with this, have everyone close their eyes as you read the Isaiah passages again. Ask
them to visualize a world where these visions can become reality.)  Ask crew members to share their
ideas about what the world would look like if God’s dreams for us were fulfilled.  How does
knowing about God’s dreams for us help to shape our dreams for ourselves and our world?

Closing prayer: Forgive us, O God, when accomplishing our agenda becomes more important
than dreams your dreams and following your vision.  Give us new eyes to see you and hearts open
to follow you.  Amen.



MONDAY DEVOTION - GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020
HOW DO WE SEE WITH NEW VISION?

Look around you.  What do you see? . . . (Give time for people to name things they see.)
Now, close your eyes and tell me what you “see.”  
First, what do you see in your mind? (Can you “see” memories, imaginings, assumptions,

insights, new understanding, ideas, goals?) 
Now think about what you can “see” with your heart: your dreams, things you are passionate

about, love, hate, prejudice, hope . . .?
What you can “see” with your spirit: beliefs, convictions, guilt (or conscience) faith, God?
Our physical ability to see is only one of the many ways we understand sight or vision. Jesus

understood this, and on several occasions, he used this idea to teach a lesson about what it really
means to “see.” 

One example is in John 9:1-41. Jesus met a man who was blind from birth, and Jesus’
disciples assumed his blindness was punishment for sin, either the man’s sin or his parents’. Jesus
assured them that blindness was not punishment for any sin, and he healed the man. The Pharisees,
the religious leaders who believed that they were closer to God because they lived by a strict
adherence to the commandments, criticized Jesus for doing the “work” of healing on the Sabbath.
The Pharisees were trying to gather evidence against Jesus, and they questioned the man who was
healed and his parents about what happened. The man said, “All I know is that I was blind, but now
I see.” Later, when Jesus talked to him, he revealed to the man that he was the Messiah, and the man
worshiped him. Then Jesus said something strange: He said, “I came so that those who do not see
may see, and those who do see may become blind.”

What in the world was Jesus talking about? Sometimes, what we see can prevent us from
really “seeing” (as in, understanding). The Pharisees were so certain that they knew exactly how God
worked and that they had all the answers, they could not “see” God at work in the inclusive, radical
ways Jesus showed mercy to the blind man. The disciples were so certain that blindness (or any
illness or disability) was punishment from God–a common belief in their time–that they needed
Jesus to show them a new way of understanding. Ironically, it was the blind man who could “see”
most fully who Jesus really was, because he had a life-changing encounter with Jesus.  Not only did
Jesus give him physical sight, he also took away the suspicions that he had done something to
deserve punishment from God, and he gave the man the ability to be included in the community
(Because it was assumed they were sinners, blind people were outcasts and considered unclean.)

Think about the “blind spots” we may have in our lives. Are there places we fail to “see” God
at work because we are so certain about religion that we haven’t left room for faith? Do we carry
assumptions and prejudices about certain people that make it harder for us to “see” them as deserving
of God’s love or ours? Do we feel so much guilt or so many negative feelings about ourselves that
we can’t “see” that God loves and forgives us? What other things might prevent us from “seeing”
ourselves, other people, or the world as God sees?

The theme for this year’s Gatekeepers is “You are the light of the world . . .Let your light
shine,” taken from Matthew 5:14-16.  We will explore the ways that we are called to create a vision
of God’s Kingdom by letting the light of Christ shine through our lives. This week will help us to
see some things differently. We may gain a new perspective on both the challenges and the many
gifts of living in Rocky Mount.  We may learn to see ourselves or others differently. If we are
willing, we may open our eyes and our hearts to see God at work all around us in unexpected ways.
So this week, pay attention to what you see with your eyes, but even more, pay attention to what you
“see” with your mind, your heart, and your spirit so that you can begin to see a new vision for how
you can “let your light shine” so that you and others might come to see God’s presence more fully.

Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester (lived in England from 1197-1253): 
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may I see thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, day by day. Amen.


