
A Lenten Mosaic -
Living In Grace

Lent 2020 

Devotion for Wednesday,
March 25, 2020

Layered Living--Unexpected Friendships--Solved Puzzles

By Cassandra Baker

As I think about writing a Lenten devotion, I am inspired by Marion

Weathers’ stained glass window that on the surface is a beautiful piece of

art, and also goes so much deeper as it weaves Dr. Lehman’s “Go To Be

Involved” benediction into our lives.

I am a math person, and I like puzzles.  In fact, I start each day with a

KenKen puzzle. I like to see how pieces fit together, starting with what

often looks like unrelated pieces to completion of the interaction of those

pieces, whether a jigsaw puzzle, arrangement of furniture or a friendship

that goes beyond the surface.

I have recently been reminded how much puzzles have been part of our

family’s lives as I was cleaning out the attic and closets to prepare for our

move to Winston-Salem.  We had kept many of our children’s toys for our

grandchildren’s visits.  Well, now that they are entering their teen-age

years, it is time to let go of some of these many treasures--many of which

were puzzles from preschool days.

You know the type puzzle I mean--big pieces, wooden, obvious placement to

challenge, but also give rather immediate gratification.



One particular puzzle is of a hen with the background of a farm.  It has ten

big pieces on three layers–the top layer is the sitting hen, the layer below

that is a white egg, and the inner core pieces form a baby chick.  This puzzle

spoke to me as what I would call a “layered life.”

My high school French teacher, Dorothy Craighill, whom many of you might

remember, was not only a great teacher of French but was also a great

teacher of life.  We read Le Petit Prince  (The Little Prince) with its famous

quotation, “L’essentiel est invisible pour les yeux” (“The essential is invisible

to the eyes”), that will guide me forever.  Getting below that top layer (like

the hen in my puzzle) takes us to that inner level (like the little chick)

where we meet the essentials of the layers of life. Too often we take the

easy way and stay on the top layer of our relationships for whatever

reason—lack of time, lack of interest, distance, pre-conceived notions,

background, culture, etc. 

But when we go beyond what we see on the surface, we find meaning that

turns into a gift to ourselves and to the essence of who or what is in that

inner core--just like the newborn chick who was bringing new life to

complete the childhood puzzle story.

I call this inner layer “unexpected friendships” that give so much.

I find such friendships when I:

      Go beyond being too hurried to take time to sit and listen to someone

outside my demographics--older, younger, just “different” from my

lifestyle or experiences.

Am patient with a person--friend or stranger, only to realize how much

we have in common and what we can give each other.

Help someone with material needs only to be given so much more in

return with their human generosity.

    Include a new acquaintance in my “circle” which leads to a new best

friend.                                                          

      Take a gamble on a new situation to find my horizons broadened in such

rewarding ways.

      Reconnect with a long-ago friend who still cares for and loves me.

      And on and on . . . .



Jerry and I have Marion’s print hanging by our back door. The stained glass

is surely a puzzle that she has solved with color, shapes, the cross, and the

core of Gaylord’s benediction.  We see it every time we come or go.  It takes

us beyond what the eyes can see; it takes us to aim for that core layer

where all the pieces fit together. We are inspired and challenged by its

beauty and by Gaylord’s words--God’s grace for sure!

            

       

                             

     

“Life is short and we never have enough time for gladdening the hearts of

those who travel the way with us.  O, be swift to love!  Make haste to be

kind.”  Henn Frederic Amiel, 1821-1881, Swiss writer

Philippians 2:1-5

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of

one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others

more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own

interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.



Prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy

O Divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

Amen       St. Francis of Assisi 


