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Annie
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As some of you know, Jim and I are serious dog lovers.  Our sweet 14+ year

old Deacon died on July 5th and the grief was difficult to say the least.  We

still think of her daily and miss her more than words could ever express. 

Her love, like God’s love, was unconditional.

Several weeks after Deacon passed away, our son Jim took our youngest

grandchild to a “Puppy Party” in Raleigh.   Mary Douglas was in Heaven,

playing with eight of the cutest puppies she had ever seen.  Uncle Jim told

her that she needed to pick out the one that she thought that Grandmom and

Jimmarden would love, just like they had loved Deacon for so many years.

Once Mary Douglas had decided on the perfect puppy, Jim made

arrangements to pick up the dog when she was ready to leave her mother.

Several weeks later the puppy was picked up and kept at Jim and Janie

Mac’s home until our annual family vacation was a memory.    When the day

arrived that we would be presented with this precious, thoughtful, generous

gift, Jimmarden and I were not quite sure that we were ready.  Well, once

we looked into Annie’s eyes, it was all over, we were hooked.

Even though we were already in love, here we go again with housebreaking,

sleepless nights, trips to the vet for shots, teething on your hands (ouch!),



jumping on people, chewing, etc.  Why do we bother with all the hassle of

pet ownership……two words, UNCONDITONAL LOVE.   Annie’s love for us is

not based on what we can do for her, it is pure, true, beautiful love- just

because you are you.  It is unconditional.

This is the way that God loves us even though we don’t deserve it.  How do

we love him back?   Do we say “Lord, I will love you, but only if you do this,

and this, and also keep this from happening to me?”  We sometimes put

conditions on our love for him, but His love for us is perfect and holy.  His

very being is LOVE.  We are so fortunate that with all of our failings, God

loves Jim and me just like little Annie loves us.  During this season of Lent,

and the challenges we are facing with the pandemic, we need to spend time

thanking God for all of his goodness and for the opportunity that we have to

be part of the Lakeside Family.  

1 John 4:16b-19

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in

them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness

on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love

because he first loved us. 

Prayer

God, I thank you for the healing rain that washes the curving hills bright

green. I thank you for the beams of sunlight that fall softly on a child's face.

I thank you for butterflies and flowers, birds and fish, stars and trees, all of

these beautiful things you created for us. I pray that all of your children see

and wonder at these, and that the joy of these follows them through their

lives now and forever. In your name we pray, Amen. Anonymous


