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Each Sunday at Lakeside, as the acolyte and crucifer lead us from worship,

to go to be involved in the world, I am reminded of the hymn “Life High the

Cross.”  We see many symbols of the cross in the Lakeside sanctuary: the

chancel cross suspended above with its colorful tile mosaic, the crosses in

the wooden panels behind the choir, the crosses on the ministers’ stoles, the

crosses on the pulpit and on the hymnals.

But the cross, as important and symbolic as it has become, is only one part

of the Passion story. As Jon Meacham writes in his book entitled, The Hope

of Glory: Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the Cross, without the

events of Good Friday, there is no Easter; without Easter, there is no

deliverance from evil; without deliverance from evil, there is no victory of

light over darkness, of love over hate, of life over death.1

To me this victory of the empty tomb is the focus of God’s grace and love to

us today as it was to believers centuries ago.

1Jon Meacham. The Hope of Glory: Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the
Cross. Convergent Books, 2020.



Grace has been defined in the Miriam-Webster Dictionary as an unmerited

virtue coming from God; a state of sanctification enjoyed through Divine

assistance. God’s grace, or some would say God’s mercy, have been handed

down to us through the Divine assistance of the life, death, and resurrection

of his Son Jesus.

The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 12:8-9, as he complained of the

weakness of the thorn in his side, that the response of the Lord was, “My

grace is sufficient for you.”

The hymn “Amazing Grace” reminds us that we are saved by the grace of

God. Moreover, grace is not a one-time incident. God’s unmerited grace

remains with us through life as it leads us home.

 

2 Corinthians 12:8-9

Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he

said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in

weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that

the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

Prayer

Gracious God, your Word reveals to us a simple truth,

that sin entered this world through human folly

in believing we could be like you,

and permeated history through envy, selfishness and greed.

Yet sin, which holds us tight within its grasp

cannot resist a heart that is touched

by your grace through Jesus Christ,

cannot contend with Living Water

pouring into hearts and souls.

Your Word reveals to us a simple truth,

that sin is defeated and we can become

the people we were always meant to be,

by your grace, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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