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We all wish that we could be gathered for worship on this Palm

Sunday, as our children wave their palms and we sing our Hosannas. We

want to be preparing for our traditional fellowship luncheon and Easter Egg

Hunt. We long to be together with the people we love in a place we love.

The image of our Mosaic Cross reminds us, however, that even though

we are separated during this time, we are united by our faith and

surrounded by the grace of God. We stand at the beginning of this Holy

Week, preparing to travel the journey with Jesus toward the cross.  As

Christ’s vulnerability and death brought forth new life, we give thanks that

our Creator takes the broken and fragile pieces of our lives and lovingly

shapes them into a beautiful mosaic of faith. 

John 12:12-19

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus

was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out

to meet him, shouting,

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—

   the King of Israel!”

Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 

“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.

Look, your king is coming,

   sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was

glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him

and had been done to him. So the crowd that had been with him when he

called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to

testify. It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that

the crowd went to meet him. The Pharisees then said to one another, “You

see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” 

 

Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit, and walk with us down this long road to Jerusalem. Walk

with us through the waving palms and the shouting and laughing. Walk with

us through the somber celebration of the last supper and the betrayal and

loneliness of Gethsemane. Walk with us through the dark despair of the

crucifixion and the hurried burial of the Light of the World.  But lead us, we

pray, always to the empty tomb -- to the land of renewed life and

reconciling love.  Holy God, we seek your companionship through this Holy

Week because we trust you to guide us, and to give us the strength to travel

this journey with Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen.


