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As I look at the mosaic behind our cross, many thoughts begin to

cross my mind.  First of all, I am struck by its beauty and how it

enhances the beauty of our sanctuary while remembering the life of a

wonderful young man. And then as the colors change, I think maybe it

is a reminder to us of the many colors God made his children to be. I

remember the words of the song I learned at First Baptist Church

many, many years ago: “Red and Yellow, Black and White, All are

precious in his sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.”

But as I continue to gaze at the beauty of it, and the many

changing colors, I realize that what it really represents to me is the

varied members of this congregation, their many talents and how

gracious they are in sharing them. We are all given talents, some more

than others, but the Bible says we are not to hide our talent, whatever

it may be. This wonderful group of people called Lakeside truly

believes that, and they prove it in so many different ways every day–in

our church, in our community, and in our state. Whether we heal the

sick, clean the church, type the bulletin, defend the poor, or teach the

children, we all try to let our little light shine in our own way. I thank

God for all the good and talented people of Lakeside Baptist Church

who are reflected to me in the beautiful mosaic behind our cross.



Matthew 5:14-16

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works

and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once

lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are

disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our

flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature

children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy,

out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead

through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace

you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come

he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness

towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the

result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has

made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared

beforehand to be our way of life. 

Prayer

Holy God, often we cannot discern what is best– 

We want to pour out all we have for your sake,

Even if the world thinks it a waste.

We are not certain when to be busy serving,

Or when to rest at your feet and learn.

In these holy days, give us patience to watch and wait.

Give us hearts tender enough to receive you

And hands generous enough to share you.

Give us ears to hear your voice

And eyes to see you at work in our world.

Prepare us to walk with Jesus all the way to the cross,

and make us ready to be raised with him to new life. Amen.


