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For The Beauty of The Earth
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Since childhood, I have always loved the hymn "For the Beauty of the Earth"

sung in my country church, Macedonia Baptist in Tobaccoville, NC. It has

become even more special in the heart of my soul after hearing John

Rutter's version by our heavenly Lakeside choir.  

 
Because Paul Steffen, my son-in-law, was in the depths of his stress-filled

job, trying to project the coming year for his business, working from home,

Caroline and I left with three rambunctious boys for an isolated farm in the

mountains.  Outside our door, we are surrounded by sheep, cows, a lowly

donkey, German Shepherds, and rainbow trout.   I truly have a new

appreciation "For the Beauty of the Earth" in the midst of a chaotic worldly

situation.  

   
Verse 1:

For the beauty of the earth,

for the glory of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies.

Lord of all, to Thee we raise

this, our hymn of grateful praise.



Verse 2:

For the wonder of each hour

of the day and of the night,                                                                           

hill and vale and tree and flower,

sun and moon and stars of light,                                                                  

Lord of all, to Thee we raise

this, our hymn of grateful praise.

Verse 3:

For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth, and friends above,

for all gentle thoughts and mild,

Lord of all, to Thee we raise

this, our hymn of grateful praise.

Verse 4:

For yourself, best gift divine,

to the world so freely given,

agent of God's grand design:                                                                       

peace on earth and joy in heaven.                                                                

Lord of all, to Thee we raise                                                                         

this, our hymn of grateful praise.

by Folliott Sanford Pierpoint, 1864

Psalm 8:1 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have

displayed Your splendor above the heavens!

Luke 12:27 

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you,

not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.

Psalm 148:3 

Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light!

Psalm 147:7  

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; Sing praises to our God on the lyre. 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting,

because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you

toward one another grows ever greater; 

Adapted from:    scriptureand.blogspot.com



Prayer for Renewal

Our Dear Heavenly Father, as we praise your Holy Name upon rising

from our sleep this morning, we are thankful for The Beauty of the Earth in

sight, prayer, and song.  We see the fog lifting from the smoky blue

mountains as the brilliance of a sunrise illuminates the piercing blue sky.  

The yellow of the sun gives richness to the daffodils and forsythia.  The pear

and cherry trees reach toward the cotton clouds.  We hear the sheep baaing

and cows mooing. The braying donkey gives us our first laugh of the day. 

We know that the brown bare bark of trees will soon renew with the energy

of green.  

We pray for government and health care people all over our country

and the world.   Give them wisdom and cooperation to navigate these

challenging times.  Allow them to have tiny breaks from work, to refresh

themselves with The Beauty of the Earth wherever they may be.  May

children continue their learning, may parents see the opportunity to teach

life lessons, and may the elderly find comfort in their memories of days

past.  We pray for all people to "Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation,

be constant in prayer" (Romans 12:12).  

Thank you Lord for another beautiful day.  This is our grateful praise.  
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