
A Lenten Mosaic -
Living In Grace

Lent 2020 

Devotion for Friday,
March 13, 2020

I am praying again, Awesome One

(Ich bete wieder, du Elauchter)

By Rainer Maria Rilke

You hear me again, as words

from the depths of me

rush toward you in the wind.

I've been scattered in pieces,

torn by conflict,

mocked by laughter,

washed down in drink.

In alleyways I sweep myself up

out of garbage and broken glass.

With my half-mouth I stammer you,

who are eternal in your symmetry.

I lift to you my half-hands

in wordless beseeching, that I may find again

the eyes with which I once beheld you.

I am a house gutted by fire

where only the guilty sometimes sleep

before the punishment that devours them

hounds them out in the open. 



I am a city by the sea

sinking into a toxic tide.

I am strange to myself, as though someone unknown

had poisoned my mother as she carried me.

It's here in all the pieces of my shame

that now I find myself again.

I yearn to belong to something, to be contained

in an all-embracing mind that sees me

as a single thing.

I yearn to be held

in the great hands of your heart–

oh let them take me now.

Into them I place these fragments, my life,

and you, God–spend them however you want. 

Romans 12

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and

acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself

more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have

many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are

many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We

have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to

faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;

the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 



Prayer

Loving and merciful God, 

I am so aware of my sins and weaknesses. 

But as painfully aware of my faults as I am, 

let me also remember your tender love, 

your gentle and limitless forgiveness. 

I come before you filled with pain and guilt 

but look into your eyes and see the forgiving love 

I so long for in my life. 

Help me to forgive the same way. 

Teach me to love as you love.  Amen.  
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