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May 27, 2021

Dear Lakeside Family,

On June 6 our congregation will once again be able to gather as a family of faith.  Because we have
done the things that are necessary for keeping one another safe and healthy, we are now ready to worship
together again on our Founders Day.  How wonderful it will be to have you back in the sanctuary!

Throughout this pandemic, we have followed the mandate of our faith: that we love one another in
the manner in which God loves us.  That has meant that we look out for one another’s needs.  Early on,
dozens of people agreed to be “buddies” and made regular contact with other church members who might
need extra assistance at this time.  Help and support were offered and strong friendships were forged.  We
found a workable way to make worship available to all of you and to our larger community as well.  We
discovered creative ways to keep you involved in the life of our fellowship through devotions, shared pictures
and videos, worship participation, and continued ministry in our community.

We have missed being together.  Every month our Deacons have discussed what is our best response
to the pandemic.  Guided by the expertise of Dr. Lesley Browder, our leaders have made wise decisions.  We
are grateful to Lesley for her guidance throughout the past year and especially at this time.  Last Sunday, our
Diaconate decided that Founders Day, June 6, would be the perfect time to resume in-person worship.  We
will continue to follow recommended practices to guard everyone’s well-being.  For that reason, everyone
twelve years of age and older attending worship will be required to be fully vaccinated and wear a mask. 
Anyone not vaccinated is still at risk and we want to make certain everyone is safe.  Since children younger
than twelve cannot yet be vaccinated, we want to keep them safe.  They will have to wear masks as well. 
These precautions will enable our young families to join us in worship.  Vaccinations have made it possible
for us to come together again.  If you have not been vaccinated, we urge you to do so for your health and the
health of the people around you.

When you arrive for worship, you may enter through the narthex or the foyer off the back porch of
the sanctuary.  You will be greeted and will find orders of worship, communion elements, and an offering
box.  We will not pass offering plates during worship, but we will present the offering, so please give your
offering as you enter the sanctuary.  Ushers will be available to help direct you to your seats which will
alternate by rows between the ends and the middle of the pews.

Obviously, our worship will not be exactly as it was in February 2020.  You will be invited to
participate in responsive readings and prayers, but there will be no congregational singing at this time.  We
are excited that our choir will be back in place.  

It has been a difficult year.  Each of us has faced challenges unimagined fifteen months ago, but God
has been our constant presence, our strength, and our source of peace.  As we celebrate sixty-six years of
ministry, we look forward to worshiping together again as well as stepping into the future of our family of
faith.

Robert Sykes Jody Wright
Chair, Diaconate Senior Minister


