
Dear Lakeside Family,

Once again, thank you for the prayers and other gifts of grace offered to Deborah and me after
my father’s recent death.  Despite being unable to have the kind of celebration of life we wanted with
family and friends present, we felt your love and support in many ways.

During this time of physical separation, it is more important than ever to find ways we can
be together in spirit, through acts of kindness and phone calls, and even with virtual visits and
meetings.  I recently participated in a basic training for Zoom and will try it out this Saturday as I
help celebrate Marion and Ray Weathers’ fiftieth wedding anniversary (Congratulations!).  We will
likely be using technology like Zoom more in the weeks ahead through youth group gatherings, book
clubs, and hopefully Sunday School classes.

We are all beginning to realize that physical distancing will be with us for weeks if not
months, so we are making adjustments to how we can stay connected with one another.  It is
essential that we all take time to read email messages and The Link.  I also encourage you to visit our
website on a regular basis for updates (lakesidechurchrmt.org).  Each Sunday the worship service
is posted there and we are looking into the possibilities of using video or perhaps live-streaming our
service in the weeks ahead.  We will keep you informed!

We are also working on “Lakeside Buddies” to partner one Lakeside family unit with another
who will check on each other weekly and offer assistance when needed.  Susan Skinner will help
coordinate these partnerships, along with Deborah Wright.  If you would like to have or be a buddy
please contact Susan (813-6627 or sskinner8487@aol.com) or Deborah (908-5391 or
deborahwright@embarqmail.com).

Our Deacons are checking on family groups and helping guide our church’s response to this
crisis.  We are grateful for their leadership and prayerful support.

This pandemic is definitely helping us rethink ways that we as a church family can grow
together.  Thank you to everyone who has written devotions that have inspired us during this season. 
Thank you to all who are reaching out to others in love.  During these very trying days, take time to
enjoy the beautiful gifts of family, friendship and the rebirth of spring.  Let us take care of ourselves
and one another.  You are all in my heart and prayers,

Jody


