
Dear Lakeside Family,

It was unsettling to be in our church building yesterday morning and to have no one else
around.  I missed seeing everyone, catching up on news, and exchanging ideas, questions, and
experiences of faith in Sunday School. Our sanctuary was sadly quiet without the music of the organ
and the sound of your voices lifted in song, prayer, and affirmation.  It is not uncommon for each of
us to have to miss being in worship on a Sunday every now and then.  It is distressing when we, the
Church, cannot gather for worship.  And I must say that preaching a sermon to my laptop in my
office is more than odd!  (The sermon is posted on our website in print and audio versions:
www.lakesidechurchrmt.org).  How I look forward to being together again!

Although we cannot gather, we are still in business.  Our Deacons met yesterday to hear
reports on all of our ministries and to thoroughly discuss our response to the current pandemic.  We
are fortunate to have Dr. Lesley Browder as one of our Deacons.  Lesley’s area of expertise is in
emergency and pre-emptive care.  She is a key person for how this crisis is handled in our
community.  She assured us that we are doing the right things and urges us all to be vigilant about
our own care and to be respectful of other people by not endangering them with this virus.

Our Deacons will be contacting individuals in our congregation who may be more vulnerable
during this time.  If you or someone you know is in need of assistance, please call the church office
or your Deacon.  Elizabeth Edwards will be coordinating some of our youth and young families to
assist with errands like getting groceries, prescriptions, and other necessities.  If you are feeling
anxious and uncertain about what you should or should not do, please call one of our ministers, your
Deacon, or a friend.  You are not alone and we do not want anyone to feel that they are.

Hospitals and nursing homes are limiting visitors, so pastoral attention may be limited
somewhat.  However, we are here for you and do not hesitate to let me know about any illness,
surgery, or life event that I can help you navigate.  We will find ways to provide you with the support
and prayers that you need.

While our office is not open for usual traffic, we will have someone in the office during
regular hours.  One of our ministers will be on site each day.  We are trying to find the best ways to
do the right things to keep the coronavirus at bay and to stay healthy ourselves.

Finally, tomorrow is St, Patrick’s Day–Luck of the Irish to you!  When Deborah and I were
in college, our Baptist Student Union group ended each gathering with an Irish blessing which I am
sure you know.  It is my prayer for us all in these days:

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be at your back,

May the sun shine warmly on your face.
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Blessings, Jody


