
Christmas Eve Communion

     
“Adoration of the Shepherds” by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, 1650-55.

Lakeside Baptist Church
1501 Sunset Avenue

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804

The Worship of God
Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and Christmas Grace

    December 24, 2021 CHRISTMAS EVE Six O’Clock P.M.

    PRELUDE:  Ave Maria J.S. Bach/arr. Charles Gounod
Gesu Bambino Pietro Yon
O Come, O Come Emmanuel Traditional French/arr. McDonald and Nelson

Christopher Ellis, violin; Amy Shortt, piano

    INTROIT:    “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Mark A. Miller
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our
rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of
every longing heart. Born to save, born to heal, come, O savior, come. While we wait, while we pray, come,
Savior come. Hope of all heaven and earth, come, Jesus, come. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and
yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all
our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Emma Golomb and Jackson Baldwin, soloists

    WELCOME

*  CAROL:  “O Come, all Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELIS

O come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
we would embrace thee, with love and awe;

who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born for our salvation,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

*  THE CALL TO WORSHIP Dr. Wright
Minister: Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free.
People: From our fears and sins release us; Christ in whom our rest shall be.
Minister: You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart;
People: Dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart. Charles Wesley

*  THE GLORIA PATRI GLORIA

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, Ever three and ever one.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria in excelsis Deo.

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER Rev. Edwards



    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND CHRIST CANDLE Robert, Janet & Sara Sykes
Justin, Bridgette & Davis Sykes

Please remain seated during the singing of the carol and the lighting of the Advent Wreath.

    CAROL: “One Candle Is Lit” CRADLE SONG

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night, our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage. One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

           Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare for a gift that compels us with justice to care.
Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease. One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.

                 Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, join angels in dancing from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

            Come, wander where lion and lamb gently play, where evil is banished and faith takes the day,
a babe in a manger to fool the world's eyes. One candle is lit for God's loving surprise.

             Come, listen, the sounds of God-with-us ring clear, and signs of a cross in the distance appear.
The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ever near. One candle is lit for the Christ-birthday here.

    THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURE
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-7

THE EPISTLE LESSON: Titus 2:11-14

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*  CAROL: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN

Hark! the herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark, the herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark, the herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings,

mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark, the herald-angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER
Tonight’s offering will go to the QVC Employee Initiative

to assist families with utilities, rent/mortgage payments, and grocery vouchers.
2500 workers were affected by the fire that destroyed their workplace on December 18.

*  THE DOXOLOGY PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

    DUET:  “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”  Traditional 18th Century London Melody/arr. Lloyd Larson
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day
to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray. O tidings of comfort and joy.  From God, our
heavenly Father, a blessed angel came, and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, how that in
Bethlehem was born the son of God by name. O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of
comfort and joy, of joy!.  "Fear not, then” said the angel, "let nothing you affright; this day is born a Savior
of a pure virgin bright, to free all those who trust in him from Satan's power and might." O tidings of comfort
and joy, comfort and joy; O tidings of comfort and joy. Tidings of comfort and joy! Tidings of comfort and
joy! Tidings of joy, joy! Tidings of comfort and joy!

Emma Golomb and Jackson Baldwin, soloists

    THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:1-20 Annabelle Adkins

    THE HOMILY “The Stable Delivers Grace” Dr. Wright

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

    SOLO:  “O Holy Night” Adolphe Charles Adam/arr. Mark Hayes

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth! Long lay the world in sin
and error pining, till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, for
yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine! O night
when Christ was born! O night divine! O night, O night divine!  Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,
with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand; so led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, here came the wise men
from Orient land. The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, in all our trials born to be our Friend; he knows
our need, to our weakness is no stranger. Behold your King, before him lowly bend! Behold your King, before
him lowly bend!  Truly he taught us to love one another; His law is love, and his Gospel is peace; Chains shall
he break, for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful
chorus raise we, let all within us praise his holy name; Christ is the Lord, O praise his name forever! His pow’r
and glory evermore proclaim! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

Emma Golomb, soloist

    THE PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND SUPPLICATION:
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Minister: Let us confess our sins to God. (silent confession)
Minister: Lord Jesus, you came as a baby–humble, poor and defenseless. You are born into this world

wherever you are received. Help us welcome you and fill us with new life.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Minister: Let us pray for peace, for the generosity of heart we know at Christmas to extend beyond this time

to all times and to all peoples.
People: Hear our prayer, O Lord.
Minister: Let us pray for the church, for the unity of Christians and a spirit of cooperation among members

of all congregations, for those called to leadership within the church, and for those who do not have
a place to worship where they feel welcome.

People: Hear our prayer, O Lord.
Minister: Let us pray for the success of all efforts to alleviate suffering, for all who are seeking justice in

public policy, and for all who share their blessings with others.

    THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE

    THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP



    MEDITATION:  “Who Will Come to Bethlehem?” Mark Blankenship
Who will come to Bethlehem and bring the gift of light? Who will come in humble birth into the troubled
night? God came down to Bethlehem and took an earthly name, Jesus, Son of God and man, the Gift and the
Giver the same.  Who will come to Bethlehem and kneel in hay and straw? Who will come just as they are and
bow in rev’rent awe? Shepherds came to Bethlehem surprised to hear the name, Jesus, Savior of the world, the
Lamb and the Shepherd, the same.  Who will come to Bethlehem and bow in lowliness? Who will give up
treasured things for those who have much less? Wise men came to Bethlehem in wonder of the name, Jesus,
mighty Counselor, the King and the Servant, the same.  Who will come to Bethlehem and find the Gift of light?
Who will come to second birth, and end their endless night? Sinners come to Bethlehem and take a heav’nly
name. Jesus takes away their sin; the Savior and Brother, the same.  Who will come to Bethlehem?

Chase Joyner and Amy Shortt, soloists

    UNISON PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

O God, having celebrated this moment with you and with each other, and with hearts made warm
and wills made strong through bread and cup, enable us to reflect the love of Christ in our hearts.  Help
us to celebrate his birth in gratitude, in unselfish love and cheerful service, that it may be a blessing to
us and an offering of thanksgiving to you.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

* CAROL: “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

    THE BLESSING

    SOLO:  “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Robert McGimpsey
Sweet little Jesus Boy, they made you be born in a manger. Sweet little holy child, we didn't know who you
were. Didn't know you'd come to save us Lord, to take our sins away. Our eyes were blind, we couldn’t see.
We didn't know who you were.  Long time ago you were born, born in a manger low. Sweet little Jesus Boy,
the world treats you mean, Lord, treats me mean, too. But that's how things are down here. We don't know who
you are.  You have told us how,  we are trying. Master, you have shown us how even when you were dying.
Just seems like we can't do right. Look how we treated you. But please, Sir, forgive us, Lord. We didn't know
twas you.  Sweet little Jesus Boy, born a long time ago. Sweet little holy child. And we didn't know who you
were. Jackson Baldwin, soloist

 
* POSTLUDE:  Star of the East Amanda Kennedy
* Congregation stands

The white poinsettias on the chancel are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of all the saints of Lakeside who are no longer among us.

         We are grateful for the Memorial Poinsettias that adorn the sanctuary,
remembrances of those persons who have filled our lives with love and joy.

WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry.  We the

members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving community
where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond the label
of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service we support many
ecumenical ministries that convey God's love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches and honor the
baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you would like to know more about
our church and its ministries, fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers or members.

TONIGHT’S OFFERING
A week ago, a devastating fire destroyed 75% of the QVC facility in Edgecombe County.  One person died because

of the fire and over 2000 employees are out of work.  Our community, through the United Way, is invited to help our
neighbors through this very difficult time as current needs are met and future employment is sought.  All gifts will
go directly to help QVC employees and their families.  You may place your gifts in the offering boxes provided.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music

Diana Kirkpatrick Chris Ellis Annabelle Adkins
Organist Violinist Lay Reader

Jackson Baldwin Emma Golomb, Chase Joyner
Soloist Soloist Soloist

Mary Douglas Robillard
Acolyte

We welcome violinist Chris Ellis back to Lakeside.  He is a native of Farmville, N. C. and began studying violin
at age ten.  He is a graduate of East Carolina University and Florida State University.  Chris has played with numerous
orchestras in the Southeast.  He and his family live in Greenville, N.C., and he teaches in Rocky Mount and Goldsboro.

Support for guest musicians who lead in worship at Lakeside is provided by the Gossett-Biggs Music Fund.


