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Observing nature has always been interesting to me.  I like sitting on our porch in the early morning
as the sun rises in the sky and observe the mist abating, the birds singing, the dew on the plants, the
quietness of my surroundings before the world wakes up and heads to work.  Even as a child, I used
to go sit on the fence and observe the cows and even talk to the ones who would approach the fence
and let me rub their noses.

There are many lessons in nature that I have learned along the way.  The obvious one is found in a
seed.  Odd shaped and with a hard exterior, the seed (when placed in soil and watered) becomes
completely transformed—into a flower, a vegetable, a tree.  It breaks out of the state in which it finds
itself, puts down roots, soaks up water and nutrients and pushes its head out of the soil in an attempt
to find the sun.  It flourishes (usually) and becomes what God intended it to be, sharing its bounty. 
But that's not all.  It also finishes its cycle of life by shedding more seeds with the promise of
continued life.

The lesson of the seed can be a metaphor for our lives today.  We are going through a time
where there is a hard shell around us.  What we see and what we hear are things of illness, sadness,
hopelessness in the face of this COVID-19 pandemic.  But, if we are to flourish, we must put our
trust in the things we cannot see.  We must be willing to be put into the dark places where we cannot
see the outcomes.  We must continue to nourish our spirits with God's words, encouragements from
others and faith that all will be well once again.  We must live our lives so that we are "shedding"
hope and love and the promise of eternity to others.

How are you doing that during these dark days?  I confess that I am not doing all I should. 
I am looking for ways to grow and flourish and share God's goodness and love with others—even
when things are not going the way I'd like.  Will you join me in turning your eyes upon Jesus? 
Looking long into His wonderful face?  If we can do this, the things of earth will grow strangely dim
as we look into his wonderful face.  As we await the gift of His grace.

Luke 13:18-19 – Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like?  What shall I compare it to? 
It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden.  It grew and became a tree, and
the birds perched in its branches."

Heavenly Father, make me like the mustard seed.  Help me to grow and flourish for you.  Allow me
to be a place where others can find comfort, encouragement and love.  Amen.


