
The Worship of God
December 19, 2021 A CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS Six O’ Clock P.M.

    PRELUDE:  O Holy Night Adophe Adam

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP Jody Wright

    ALLELUIA CHOIR:  Christmas Bells Burkhardt

*  CAROL: “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY

(Please remain seated during the first two stanzas.  Rise during the organ interlude.)

  Solo: Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

  Choir: Christ came down to earth from heaven, love incarnate for us all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

* Organ Interlude: Please stand as you are able.

* All: Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day like us he grew,
he was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

* All: And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless lives and reigns in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

Catherine Cobb, soloist

*  THE INVOCATION Elizabeth Edwards

LESSONS AND CAROLS

    THE FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 40:1-5 Marion Weathers
Isaiah proclaims comfort and the coming of the Lord.

    SOLO:  “Recitative and Air” from Messiah G.F. Handel
Comfort ye my people saith your God.  Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned.  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness. 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low, the crooked straight and the
rough places plain. Daniel Shirley, soloist

    THE SECOND LESSON:  Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-20 Betty Lane Winslow
The prophet calls us to rejoice at the coming of the Lord.

    CHERUB CHOIR ANTHEM:   “Light of Light” Nancy Gifford
Light of light, ever bright, bringing day to darkest night, ev’rywhere hear our prayer, give us eyes to
see. Laudamus te. Blessed one, Mary’s son, Savior of the world undone, ev’rywhere hear our prayer,
give us hearts to love. Laudamus te. Evermore we adore God of majesty and awe, ev’rywhere hear
our prayer, give us voice to praise. Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te.

    THE THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 11:1-9 Sammie Crumley
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

    CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM:  “Creation Will Be at Peace” Anna Laura Page
In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; in the holy mountain of the Lord
creation will be at peace. The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the cow and bear will feed, their
young will play together; a little child will lead. The leopard and goat will graze, the lion will feed
on straw. They will war no more; a child will lead them all.

    THE FOURTH LESSON:  Luke 1:26-38 Allison Ramsey
The angel Gabriel hails the Blessed Virgin Mary.

*  CAROL: “What Child Is This? GREENSLEEVES

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

           This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the son of Mary.

      Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading:

        So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, rich and poor, to own him,
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.

    THE FIFTH LESSON:  Matthew 1:18-25 Spencer Edwards
Jesus’ birth is revealed to Joseph in a dream.

*  CAROL: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” W ZLOBIE LEZY

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all.

Swiftly winging angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all!

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new,
saw the glory, heard the story - tidings of a gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the babe was born for you, Christ the babe was born for you!

    THE SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 2:1-14 Beth Seagroves
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

    HANDBELL CHOIR:  The First Noel arr. Linda R. Lamb

    THE SEVENTH LESSON:  Luke 2:15-20 David Browder
The shepherds go to the manger.

*  CAROL: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

        For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth.
Your voices raise to God in praise; and peace to all on earth.

         How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the joys of highest heaven.

No ear may hear Christ coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

          O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel.

    THE EIGHTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:1-12 Barbara Valentine
The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus.



    CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM: “Star in the East” The American Vocalist 1849/ed. Brad Holmes
Hail thou blest morn, when the great mediator, down from the regions of glory descends. Shepherds,
go worship the babe in the manger, Lo for his guard the bright angels attend. Brightest and best of the
sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. Star in the East, the horizon
adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid.  Cold on his cradle the dew drops are shining, low
lies his head, with the beasts of the stall. Angels adore him in slumber reclining, maker and monarch
and savior of all.  Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, odors of Edom and offerings divine.
Gems from the mountain and pearls from the ocean, myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine.

    THE NINTH LESSON:  John 1:1-14 Jody Wright
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

    THE SHARING OF LIGHT

    HANDBELL MEDITATION:  Silent Night Franz Grüber/arr. Linda R. Lamb
The lighting of candles symbolizes the coming of Jesus, “the Light of the World,” and is a reminder

that we spread his light to all humankind.  Please offer light from your candle to your neighbor, tilting
your candle toward the flame to avoid spilling wax.  We will sing together after the bells play.  Raise
your candle high for the singing of the final stanza of “Silent Night.”  Please remain seated.

    CONGREGATIONAL CAROL: “Silent Night, Holy Night” STILLE NACHT/arr. Mark Patterson
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior, is born!

Rob Martin, guitar

    THE BENEDICTION

    ORGAN POSTLUDE:  O Come, All Ye Faithful John Reading

*  Congregation stands.

Following worship, you may return the extinguished candles
to the silver boxes located at each door.
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CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION
December 24 - 6 o’clock p.m.

 “Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and Christmas Grace”
Chris Ellis, violinist; Lakeside soloists

A Candlelight Service
of Lessons and Carols

“Adoration of the Shepherds,” Agnolo Bronzino 1539-40

Lakeside Baptist Church
1501 Sunset Avenue

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804


