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As I gaze out of my kitchen window on a bright sunny day, I am amazed at the beauty of the
refracted light that gleams from my collection of glass animals on the windowsill.  The effect that
is created is in stark contrast to their dull appearance on a dark, gloomy day.  This serves as an
example of how light drives out darkness.

Recently, after hearing some of our Lakeside Cherubs sing their renditions of "This Little Light
of Mine," I was reminded of how the light within us, when shared, can make such a difference in the
lives of others.  My heart rejoiced as the children sang the lyrics of a song that I sang many times as
a child:

This little light of mine
I'm going to let it shine.

Everywhere I go
I'm going to let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel? No!
I'm going to let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Let it shine ‘til Jesus comes

I'm going to let it shine,
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine!

During this pandemic, many of us have felt that we are literally living in darkness.  Even though
we can look out our windows and enjoy the sunlight on a beautiful day, the "light" provided by
visiting with friends, eating at our favorite restaurants, or enjoying the fellowship of our beloved
church members is no longer available to us during this time of social distancing.  However, rather
than remaining in the darkness of total isolation and hiding our light under a bushel, our
congregation has discovered so many ways to let our light shine.  Telephone calls, cards, offerings
of food, and the many projects carried out during Lakeside Involved are just a few examples of how
our light has shone.  We have been the light for so many within our church as well as throughout our
entire city!

What does the Bible say about being the light?  In the Bible, light has always been a symbol of
holiness, goodness, knowledge, wisdom, grace, hope, and God's revelation.  In John 8:12, Jesus said,
"I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life."  "Therefore, let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light" (Romans
13:12).  "Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth
light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:15-16).

Prayer
Dear Lord, the Light of the World whose light penetrates the deepest darkness, we thank you for

sending the Holy Spirit to live within us so that we can be filled with the light of life.  Following
your command to share it with others, may we let our light shine until Jesus comes.  Amen.


