
The Worship of God
December 27, 2020 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Noel Louis Claude Daquin

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
O sing a song of Bethlehem, of shepherds watching there,
and of the news that came to them from angels in the air.
The light that shone on Bethlehem fills all the world today.
Of Jesus’ birth and peace on earth the angels sing alway. Louis FitzGerald Benson, 1899

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL ADORATION:  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
Christ is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he!
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven, sing praises; angels and archangels sing!
And on earth let all the faithful now your joyous anthems ring,
ev'ry tongue Christ's name confessing, countless voices answering,
evermore and evermore!

Christ, to thee with God Creator, and O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be:
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore!

MEDITATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:22-40

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

HYMN:  “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” English Traditional Carol/arr. DavidWillcocks
God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, for Jesus Christ our Saviour was
born upon this day, to save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav'enly Father a blessed angel came, and unto certain shepherds brought
tidings of the same, how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.

The shepherds at those tidings rejoicèd much in mind, and left their flocks a-feeding, in
tempest, storm and wind, and went to Bethlehem straightway this blessèd babe to find. 

But when to Bethlehem they came, whereat this infant lay, they found him in a manger,
where oxen feed on hay; his mother Mary kneeling, unto the Lord did pray.

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, and with true love and brotherhood
each other now embrace; this holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.



PROCLAMATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON:  Galatians 4:4-7

SERMON: “A Baby Changes Everything” Rev. Edwards

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we offer thanks for the love of God demonstrated in the gift of Christ.

ANTHEM:  “Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child” African-American Spiritual/arr. Lloyd Larson
Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful Child. Jesus, Jesus, so lowly, meek and mild. New life,
new hope, new joy he brings! Listen to the angels sing, “Glory, glory, glory to the newborn
King!”  Jesus, my Jesus, oh, what a wonderful Child. Jesus, my Jesus, so lowly, meek and
mild. New life, new hope, new joy he brings! Won’t you listen to the angels sing, “Glory,
glory, glory to the newborn King!”  He was herald by the angels, born in a lowly manger.
The virgin Mary was his mother, Joseph was his earthly father. Three wise men came from
far, they were guided by a shining star, to see King Jesus where he lay in a manger filled
with hay.  Jesus, my Jesus, oh, my Lord, what a wonderful Child. I’m talkin’ ‘bout Jesus,
my Lord so lowly, meek and mild. New life, new hope, new joy he brings! Won’t you listen
to the angels sing, singing, “Glory, glory, glory!” They’re singin’ “Glory, glory, glory.” to
the newborn, the angels are singin’ to the newborn King!

Sarah Summers and Erin Dugai, soloists

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the gospel which began in Bethlehem.
We believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town,

of whose coming only the shepherds saw the sign,
for whom the crowded inn could find no room;
and for whom the wise men bowed in wonder.

We believe in him whose life changed the course of history,
whose love transformed our own lives,
and whose grace redeemed us from sin and death.

We believe that he brought joy to the world and offers peace to us all.
Thanks be to God.  Amen!

POSTLUDE:  Hail the Day So Rich in Cheer Johann Fischer
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