
The Worship of God

December 26, 2021 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS Eleven O'Clock

     The worship of God begins with the music of the organ.  We encourage you to use this time for meditation
and reflection.  Please refrain from conversation which would disturb others.  Following the service, greet our
visitors and share your friendship with those around you.  Wireless hearing aids are available in the narthex.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

    ORGAN PRELUDE:  Brightest and Best  James Harding

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

    CHORAL INTROIT Karl P. Harrington
There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky! There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low
cry! And the star rains its fire while the angel choirs sing, for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a king! 
There's a tumult of joy o'er the wonderful birth, for the virgin's sweet boy is the Lord of the earth. See,
the star rains its fire while the angel choirs sing, for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a king!

    CALL TO WORSHIP
Minister: Hear the angels sing the wondrous news:
People: God’s love is poured out for all the world–Christ the Savior is born!
Minister: The trembling shepherds bow in humble response,
People: Called in faith to worship him.
Minister: Mary cradles her newborn son with a mother’s love,
People: Pondering the mystery of this holy moment.
Minister: The Wise Men follow a magnificent star,
People: Drawn by a hope they cannot explain.
Minister: Let us join the chorus of all heaven and earth in praise and adoration, 
People: Compelled by love to open our hearts to welcome the Christ Child!

*  THE GLORIA PATRI ADESTE FIDELES

Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
Praise we the Trinity – Three in one;
Sing alleluia!  Welcome the Messiah;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

*  HYMN:  “Go, Tell It On the Mountain” GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

The shepherds feared and trembled, when, lo! above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior's birth.

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

    THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O Lord, if we have let all of the trappings of this season crowd out the meaning

of it.  Forgive us if the nativity scene has become obscured by wrapping paper colored lights. 
And forgive us, O Lord, if we dare to walk away from Christmas untouched and unchanged,
if having heard it all before, we miss seeing the Christ who comes to us.  Grant us ears to hear,
eyes to see, and a story to tell of a God who still becomes flesh and walks among us.

Peggy Haymes

    THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

    THE GOSPEL LESSON:  John 1:1-18 Carol Barker

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

    MEDITATION:  Greensleeves for Cello and Piano Ralph Vaughan Williams
Paul Kirkpatrick, cellist

PROCLAMATION 
    THE EPISTLE LESSON: Colossians 3:10-17 

    SERMON: “Do We Really Want to Hear the Good News?” Rev. Edwards

*  HYMN: “Joy To the World” ANTIOCH

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
          Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

         He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER

*  THE DOXOLOGY THE FIRST NOEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

   AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the gospel which began in Bethlehem.  We

believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town, of whose coming only the shepherds saw
the sign, for whom the crowded inn could find no room; and for whom the wise men bowed in
wonder.

We believe in him whose life changed the course of history, whose love transformed our own
lives, and whose grace redeemed us from sin and death.  We believe that he brought joy to the
world and offers peace to us all.  Thanks be to God.

    THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP AND BENEDICTION

*  ORGAN POSTLUDE:  The First Noel Traditional

*  Please stand as you are able.



WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry. 

Members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving
community where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond
the label of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service
we support many ecumenical ministries that convey God’s love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches.  We honor
the previous baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you are interested
in knowing more about our church and its ministries, please fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers
or members.

The white poinsettias on the chancel are given to the glory of God 
and in memory of all the saints of Lakeside who are no longer among us.

     We are grateful for the Memorial Poinsettias that adorn the sanctuary,
remembrances of those persons who have filled our lives with love and joy.

You may take your poinsettias following the service today.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music
Spencer Edwards Diana Kirkpatrick Paul Kirkpatrick

Acolyte Organist Cellist
Jackson Baldwin Carol Barker
Guest Director Lay Reader

Children’s worship aids are available in the narthex.
Wireless hearing aids are available in the narthex.
Childcare is available in the Preschool Building.

The paraments on the altar and pulpit, along with the ministers’ stoles provide us with visual cues about the meaning
of our faith.  The color of the Christmas season is white, symbolic of purity and light.  The Celtic Cross with its circle
reminds us of the sacrificial love and eternal nature of God.  The Acolyte brings light to the altar as a reminder of Christ,
the Light of life.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
Worship bags are available in the narthex and have a variety of items that will help to make worship more

meaningful for our children.  Please return them to the narthex following worship.

YEAR-END GIVING
With your continued generosity and abundant support of our ministry, we will meet our budget obligations

this year.  If you have not yet completed your giving for the year, please do so as soon as possible.  If you are
able, consider an additional gift before the end of the year.  All financial gifts must be received by noon on
December 31 to be counted toward this year’s giving.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
The church office will be closed Monday and Tuesday, December 27 and 28.
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