
The Worship of God
Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and Christmas Grace

December 19, 2021 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ten Thirty O'Clock

     The worship of God begins with the music of the organ.  We encourage you to use this time for meditation
and reflection.  Please refrain from conversation which would disturb others and turn off or silence all electronic
devices.  Following the service, greet our visitors and share your friendship with those around you.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

    ORGAN PRELUDE:  What Child Is This arr. John Innes

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

    CHORAL INTROIT J.S. Bach
Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light and usher in the morning; ye shepherds, shrink not with
affright, but hear the angels warning.  This child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall
be, the power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.

    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Carol, Chuck, and Blythe Taylor
    CALL TO WORSHIP

Minister: As we continue our Advent journey, we look for a miracle that will prove God’s love.
People: We hope for a miracle that will bring wholeness to the ones we love.
Minister: We pray for a miracle that will bring peace to the world.
People: We cry out for a miracle that will bring salvation to all people.
Minister: Then we realize that Christ’s coming is more than a miracle.  It is love.
People: Love for the unexpected challenges in our lives and the vulnerable ones in our midst.
Minister: Love for the presence of God in all creation.
People: God, grant us the courage to receive and share your love.

*  THE GLORIA PATRI REGENT SQUARE

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, Ever three and ever one.

Come and worship, come and worship Light of light: our Star, our Sun.

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

*  HYMN: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” SHEFFIELD

Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,

To take away transgressions, and rule in equity.
        He comes with justice speedy to those who suffer wrong,

To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong,
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,

Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.
          He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth.

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go,
And righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow.

           To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend,
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.

The tide of time shall never his covenant remove.
His name shall stand forever; that name to us is Love.

MEDITATION

    THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 64:1-9a
Minister: This is the word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

PROCLAMATION

    ANTHEM:  “Prayer of Consecration” Deborah Dresie
Lord of life, sing through me. Give my heart a melody so sweet and pure, good and true that I may
offer a song to you. Come to me and still my fear until my song is yours alone. Sing through me, Lord
of life; make my voice your own. Lord of life, pray through me. Fill my mind with quiet peace so
sweet and pure, good and true that I may have only thoughts of you. Come to me and still my doubt
until my dreams are yours alone. Pray through me, Lord of life, make my mind your own. Lord of
life, live through me. Keep my soul in harmony so sweet and pure, good and true that through my
living I’ll honor you. Come to me and still my will until my deeds are yours alone. Live through me,
Lord of life; make my heart your own.

    THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 1:57-79

    SERMON: “The World Needs Love” Dr. Wright

*  HYMN: “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming” ES IST EIN ROS 

Lo, how a rose, e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse's lineage coming by faithful prophets sung;

It came, a flow'ret bright, amid the cold of winter
when half spent was the night.

          Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.

To show God's love aright she bore to us a Savior
When half-spent was the night.

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER
.
*  THE DOXOLOGY VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

    AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in Jesus Christ and the beauty of the gospel begun in Bethlehem.
We believe in the One for whom the crowded inn could find no room, whom the rulers of

the earth ignored, the proud could never understand, whose life was among common people,
and whose welcome came from persons of hungry hearts.

We believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible, whose cradle was
a mother's arms, whose modest home had love for its only wealth, who looked at people and
made them see what God's love saw in them.

We believe in the One who, by love, brings sinners back to purity and lifts human weakness
up to meet the strength of God.

    THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP AND BENEDICTION

Please remain seated during the postlude.

    ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Sing With Joy, Glad Voices Lift Friedrich Hoegner
*  Please stand as you are able.



WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry. 

Members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving
community where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond
the label of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service
we support many ecumenical ministries that convey God’s love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches.  We honor
the previous baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you are interested
in knowing more about our church and its ministries, please fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers
or members.

Advent

at

Lakeside

Lakeside Baptist Church
1501 Sunset Avenue

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804

The poinsettias and wreaths that adorn the sanctuary and the doors of the church
are given to the glory of God and in memory or in honor of loved ones.
Memorial brochures listing of these gifts are available in the narthex.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music

Diana Kirkpatrick The Lakeside Chancel Choir Chase Joyner
Organist Acolyte

Emma Golomb Logan Mitscherlich Jackson Baldwin
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Lakeside website: lakesidechurchrmt.org

Children’s worship aids are available in the narthex.
Bibles and Wireless Hearing Aids are available in the Prayer Room off the narthex.

Childcare is available in the Preschool Building.
Music reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-718366. All rights reserved.

The season of Advent is a time of preparation when we celebrate the coming of Christ as a babe many years ago and
anticipate his return sometime in our future.  The theme of our Advent worship is "Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and
Christmas Grace."  We  explore the ways we encounter God in this season.  The color of the season is purple, indicating
royalty and suffering alike, a reminder of Christ's authority and the suffering he endured for us all.  The symbol is
comprised of the two Greek letters, chi and rho, the first two letters in the Greek word Christos, meaning Christ.  The
Acolyte brings light to the altar as a reminder of Christ, the Light of life, and leads us out of the sanctuary as a reminder
that we are to take this light to the world.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
Worship bags are available in the narthex and have a variety of items that will help to make worship more

meaningful for our children.  Please return them to the narthex following worship.

WIRELESS HEARING AIDS
Wireless hearing aids are available in the Prayer Room off the narthex.  Please ask an usher to assist you

with a set.  You may return the hearing aid to the Prayer Room following worship.

GRATITUDE FOR AMY SHORTT
At the conclusion of worship today, we will express our gratitude to Amy Shortt who has served as our

Minister of Music since September 2010.  Amy has been called by the First Congregational Church of
Burlington, Vermont, to be their Minister of Music beginning in early February.


