
The Worship of God
Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and Christmas Grace

December 5, 2021 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Ten Thirty O'Clock

     The worship of God begins with the music of the organ.  We encourage you to use this time for meditation
and reflection.  Please refrain from conversation which would disturb others and turn off or silence all electronic
devices.  Following the service, greet our visitors and share your friendship with those around you.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

    ORGAN PRELUDE:  Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach/arr. Irwin Fischer

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

    CHORAL INTROIT:  “I Wonder as I Wander” Appalachian Carol/arr. John Jacob Niles
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die. For poor on'ry
people like you and like I. I wonder as I wander out under the sky. When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas
in a cow's stall, with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. But high from God's heaven a star's
light did fall, and the promise of ages it then did recall. If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, a star
in the sky, or a bird on the wing, or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing, he surely could have it,
'cause he was the King. Catherine Gardner, soloist

    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Brenda and Dennis Culpepper
    CALL TO WORSHIP

Minister: Jesus, hope of every nation, light of heaven upon our way;
People: Promise of the world's salvation, spring of life's eternal day!
Minister: Look, he comes! — the long-awaited Christ, redeemer, living Word;
People: Hope and faith are vindicated as with joy we greet the Lord.
Minister: Glory in the highest heaven to the Father, Spirit, Son;
People: And on earth let praise be given to our God, the Three-in-One! ©Michael Perry,1987

*  THE GLORIA PATRI GLORIA

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, Ever three and ever one.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria in excelsis Deo.

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

* HYMN: “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
you who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth:

             Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King.
            Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,

God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light:
     Sages, leave your contemplations brighter visions beam afar;

seek the great Desire of nations; you have seen the natal star:
           Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear,

suddenly the Lord, descending, here among us shall appear:

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

    THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Minister:  In silence before God we confess our sins.

Silence

    THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

    THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 1:26-38
Minister: This is the word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

PROCLAMATION

    ANTHEM:  “The Virgin's Slumber Song”  Max Reger
Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus-child, while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm
and mild. And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: Ah, baby, sleep, dear one, slumber now! 
Happy is thy laughter, holy is thy silent rest, lay thy head in slumber fondly on thy Mother's breast.
Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! Catherine Gardner, soloist

    THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25

    SERMON: “Our Dreams Offer Hope” Dr. Wright

*  HYMN: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” CAROL

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold;

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

       Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,

And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
          And you beneath life's crushing load whose forms are bending low,

Who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow,
Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;

O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!
            For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,

When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold;
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing.

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER

*  THE DOXOLOGY THE FIRST NOEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

    AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are people of ceaseless hope because God gifts us with generous hearts, forgiving spirits,

trustworthy friends, supportive families, and healed relationships.
We are people of ceaseless hope because God raises up our discarded dreams, forgives our

poor choices, brightens the dark corners of our lives, and offers us the promise of a better
tomorrow.

We are people of ceaseless hope because God lives among us, shares our lives, claims us as
his own, surrounds us with his love, and offers us his salvation.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.



WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry. 

Members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving
community where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond
the label of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service
we support many ecumenical ministries that convey God’s love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches.  We honor
the previous baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you are interested
in knowing more about our church and its ministries, please fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers
or members.

Advent

at

Lakeside

       

Lakeside Baptist Church
1501 Sunset Avenue

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804

    THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

    CHORAL BENEDICTION: “Air” from Messiah G.F. Handel
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy King cometh unto
thee; He is the righteous Savior, and He shall speak peace unto the heathen. Zechariah 9:9-10

Catherine Gardner, soloist

*  ORGAN POSTLUDE:  All Praise to Thee, Eternal God Samuel Scheidt
* Please stand as you are able.

The poinsettias and wreaths that adorn the sanctuary and the doors of the church
are given to the glory of God and in memory or in honor of loved ones.
Memorial brochures listing of these gifts are available in the narthex.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music

Diana Kirkpatrick The Lakeside Chancel Choir Ramsey Ward
Organist Acolyte

Catherine Gardner
Soprano

Lakeside website: lakesidechurchrmt.org

Children’s worship aids are available in the narthex.
Bibles and Wireless Hearing Aids are available in the Prayer Room off the narthex.

Childcare is available in the Preschool Building.
Music reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-718366. All rights reserved.

The season of Advent is a time of preparation when we celebrate the coming of Christ as a babe many years ago and
anticipate his return sometime in our future.  The theme of our Advent worship is "Finding Sanctuary: Sacred Space and
Christmas Grace."  We  explore the ways we encounter God in this season.  The color of the season is purple, indicating
royalty and suffering alike, a reminder of Christ's authority and the suffering he endured for us all.  The symbol is
comprised of the two Greek letters, chi and rho, the first two letters in the Greek word Christos, meaning Christ.  The
Acolyte brings light to the altar as a reminder of Christ, the Light of life, and leads us out of the sanctuary as a reminder
that we are to take this light to the world.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
Worship bags are available in the narthex and have a variety of items that will help to make worship more

meaningful for our children.  Please return them to the narthex following worship.


