
The Worship of God
November 22, 2020 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Now Thank We All Our God from Cantata No. 79 J.S. Bach

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him, bless his name!
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL ADORATION:  “All Good Gifts” arr. Penny Rodriguez
All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above; then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord
for all his love.  We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed and
watered by God’s almighty hand; he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. Come, all thankful people, come, raise
the song of harvest home. All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; God, our
Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied. Come to God’s own temple, come; raise
the song of harvest home. We thank you then, O Father, for all things bright and good: the
seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.  No gifts have we to offer for all
your love imparts, but that which you desire, our humble, thankful hearts.

REFLECTIONS ON STEWARDSHIP
GIVING THROUGH LAKESIDE Dick Berry

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Ezekiel 34:11-22

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” arr. John Rutter
The King of love my Shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never, I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.  Where streams of living water flow my ransomed soul he leadeth,
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.  Perverse and foolish oft
I strayed, but yet in love he sought me, and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing,
brought me.  In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, beside me; thy rod and
staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide me.  Thou spread’st a table in my sight; thy
unction grace bestoweth; and O what transport of delight from thy pure chalice floweth! 
And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never; Good Shepherd, may I sing
thy praise within thy house forever.



PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 25:31-46

SERMON: “Hearing the Good News (Without Ignoring the Bad)” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we offer thanks for the opportunities we have for service through our congregation.

As an act of commitment, Giving Plan cards supporting our ministry for 2021 are placed on the altar.

HYMN: “Now Thank We All Our God” NUN DANKET

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Oh, may this bounteous God through all our lives be near us,
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us full of grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother,
to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore,
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God the Father who created the world out of love,

fashioned humanity with the artistry of his hands,
and breathed into us the very essence of life.

We believe in Jesus Christ who was born into our world,
brought hope to life through his compassion and grace,
and restored joy to life through his gift of salvation.

We believe in the Spirit of God who is always present with us,
reminds us of the peace that is ours,
and beckons us to trust the power of God's love.

We believe that life is more than miracle,
that it is born in the heart of God,
held in the hands of God,
and will one day be received back by the mercy of God.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert

We are grateful to Nancy Berry and Vel Johnson
for providing the altar arrangement celebrating our gratitude to God for the bounty of life.
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