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He Who Has Gets More?
Matthew 25:14-30; I Thessalonians 5:1-11

When I was in high school, I had a friend who loved to tease and
sometimes to taunt.  He had a great sense of humor and a mischievous mind. 
We had a lot of fun together.

Those were years when I was just waking up to the reality of the
Gospel.  Our youth minister would poke and prod us to think seriously about
the things Jesus taught and how they might just have something to say about
how we lived–even as teenagers.  Knowing that I was beginning to consider
ministry as a possible calling, my friend would often tease me about certain
passages of scripture.  On occasion he would taunt me with some of the more
complicated things the Bible says.  This parable was one of his favorites to
use to get under my skin.

It was the seventies–an era unto itself in the last century!  Bellbottoms,
peace signs, and disco ruled the day.  It was also an era of religious
opportunism when the likes of Jim and Tammy Bakker, Jerry Falwell, Jimmy
Swaggart, and others worked hard to get inside your heart and your wallet. 
I knew that Jesus had taught his followers about self-sacrifice and generosity,
but messages about the prosperity gospel which taught that God wants to
enrich us with material blessings confused me.  My friend would often tease
and then taunt me with this parable by saying things like, “It’s good to be a
Christian because Jesus teaches that ‘he who has gets more!’” Any time I
mentioned that Jesus seemed to encourage a life of simplicity and even self
denial, he would bring up this story which clearly says, “For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away” (Matthew 25:29).

I could not figure it out.  How could the Jesus who said, “from anyone
who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.  Give to everyone
who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for
them again” (Luke 6:29b-30) turn around and teach that if you have a lot, you
will be given more and if you have hardly anything, that will be taken away as
well?  It did not fit.  The Bible said that Jesus told this parable and Jesus told
parables to help us understand what the life of faith is like.



So anytime I hear or read this parable, I hear my friend Mike taunting
me, challenging me to consider my faith, prodding me to ask whether Jesus
was just like everyone else, concerned with material goods and wealth, and
treating the poor with contempt and malice.  Is it true, I wondered, that he who
has gets more?  As I looked around that 1970s world, it sure seemed that
way.  As I look around today, the parable rings true; yet, something kept
fretting me over this parable.

Most sermons that I have heard (and a few I have preached) get around
this dilemma by spiritualizing the story and making it about the danger of not
using our talents in the service of God.  That is not a bad approach, but
something kept saying, “It just doesn’t fit!”  Slaves one and two doubled the
master’s money and were rewarded for it.  Slave three knew what an
unscrupulous and harsh man the master was so he buried the money (which
was a common way to keep it from being stolen.  How many of you have a
hiding place where you keep a little cash stashed away?).  When the master
returned, instead of appreciating the fact that slave three didn’t squander his
money (which was the equivalent of one to two years wages), he punished
him.  He took away the money and had him hauled off to prison . . . or worse. 
How could Jesus promote such attitudes?  But there it was–in red letters, no
less!  Jesus said, “to all those who have, more will be given . . .  but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.”  He was
talking about money, and a part of me liked the notion . . . a lot!  But another
part of me did not.

You will remember that last week we thought about the parable of the
wise and unwise bridesmaids.  As with many parables, Jesus began that story
by saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like . . . ” then proceeded to teach us
something about how the kingdom of heaven operates.  That is not how this
parable begins.  Jesus simply says, “For it is as if . . . .”  In other words, Jesus
is saying, “This is how it is in the world!” and the parable follows.  In this story,
there is no attempt to compare God to the master.1  God cannot be this
master who reaped where he did not sow and gathered where he did not
scatter seeds.  Nor could God urge investing money with the bankers in order
to earn interest.  Such a statement would have shocked Jesus’ listeners. 
Economics and business relationships were and are a different matter, but

1Libby Howe, “The Joy of What Kind of Master? (Matthew 25: 14-30; 33A),” Sunday’s Coming, The
Christian Century (November 13, 2020); available online at: https://www.christiancentury.org/blog-post/
sundays-coming/joy-what-kind-master-matthew-25-14-30-33a.  This article offered insight into the purpose
of the parable of the talents and how Jesus used it to teach us about the difference God’s perspective makes.
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lending money at interest to someone in need was forbidden by Mosaic law.2 
If a fellow Jew was in crisis and came to you for help, you were supposed to
help.  To charge them interest was contrary to the principal of helping your
neighbor.  Remember Jesus said that if someone asks for your coat, give
them your shirt as well.  Let your generosity go beyond simple requirement. 
Astound your neighbor with generosity.

This parable is not at all about how things work in the kingdom of
heaven.  Far from it.  It is a story about how things work on earth–in our lives. 
This master was a thief and scoundrel and everyone knew it.  He didn’t care. 
All he wanted was to make money any way he could.  If that meant forcing or
coercing his slaves to double his money while he was away doing who knows
what, all the better.  That is how the world works, but not how the kingdom of
God works.  As Paul said in his letter to his friends in Thessalonica, “. . . you
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness” (I Thessalonians 5:5).  He urged them to continue encouraging and
building up one another as they were wont to do.  Coercion, greed, and
cruelty are not hallmarks of the kingdom of God.

No, the kingdom of heaven is not like a cruel and corrupt wheeler dealer
who rewards what benefits him and punishes what calls him out.  As Jesus
often said, the kingdom of God is like a celebratory banquet to which all are
invited.  We just need to be prepared to attend.

Obviously, Jesus did not tell this parable to teach his followers that
accumulating more wealth or possessions by any means whatsoever is a
good thing to do.  He told this parable to remind them that some people do
live this way and the world often rewards them.  We know that to be true.  In
God’s community, however, what is important is not that he who has more
gets more.  The mark of faithfulness is that she who has more . . . shares.

We wince whenever we talk about money and the church, don’t we? 
Why is that?  We are constantly asked for money all day long.  Ads on TV,
radio, in newspapers, magazines, FaceBook, other social media, and any
other place imaginable ask us for money.  True, we are offered something in
return: a product, a service, a sense of security or peace of mind or fulfillment. 
Don’t get me started on political campaigns.  It is estimated that $14 billion
was spent trying to sway us toward or away from particular candidates for

2Cf. Exodus 22:25 and Leviticus 25:35-38.
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elected office.  Most days when I checked the mail, I would walk to the
recycling bin with a handful of attack mail which was little more than half truths
if not outright lies.  That is true no matter which candidate was being
promoted or ridiculed.  What a waste of trees and ink and money!  Campaigns
knew that most of us threw that garbage away, but they kept chopping down
the trees, spilling the ink, paying the postage, and filling our recycling bins
because of the principle of he who has gets more.  I am not saying that we
should support our favorite candidates and help them get elected.  We
should, but how we do it matters.  It matters greatly.

The point is that we are asked for money at every turn, but when the
church asks, when we as a family of faith, ask one another for money to
support our ministry, we all wince.

I love this church!  It is obvious that Vel Johnson and her husband Sam
love this church.  Sadie loves this church.  Those of us who serve you love
this church.  You love this church.  If we love this church, which is admittedly
part place but largely people, we should not hesitate to ask one another to
give our money to support our ministry together.  Nor should we be hesitant
to give!  Jesus did not teach that he who has gets more.  Jesus taught in word
and example that anyone who has . . . shares!  If Jesus had continued
commentary on this parable, I think he would have pointed out that when
slave three was hauled off into–not just darkness, but  outer darkness–Jesus,
or one of you, would have rescued him and brought him back into the light of
freedom and life.  That is the Gospel.  That is why Jesus came to live among
us, not to punish us if we don’t go along with unscrupulous business
practices, but to bless us with the desire to do good for one another.  You
know what?  That is exactly what we do as Lakeside Baptist Church every day
in this little bit of the kingdom of heaven on earth.  We work together to bring
people out of darkness into light.  That is well worth our talents and deserving
of our money, don’t you think?

I lost track of my high school friend many years ago, but I think of him
every time I come across this parable.  His teasing and taunting prompted me
to think hard about what the parable means.  His skepticism and mockery of
how some people use the Gospel for personal gain caused me to rethink
some assumptions about the Bible and how we read it.  His pretended greed
pushed me toward actual generosity.  Granted, it is true that those who have
more often get more.  That is an economic reality.  If it is done honestly and
without harm, no problem.  It is also true that there are a lot of people who
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manage by day by day, but give generously, even extravagantly, to help pull
other people out of darkness into the light of God’s good day.  That is where
most of us live.

I have lost track of my friend, but I am forever grateful to him because,
without intending to (I think), he helped me to realize that in God’s economy,
the one who has . . . shares.  That is gospel!  Amen.
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November 15, 2020 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

We confess that we are finding it difficult to be content right now, O
God.  It seems as if these past many months have taken so much from us, as
we have missed celebrating milestones with family and friends; been absent
from classmates, coworkers, and our church family; as many have struggled
economically and all of us have lived with anxiety and fear.  It feels like a
chore to plod from one day to the next, and we find it impossible to plan for
the future.  We are ready to move on and get back to normal, but we grieve
that nothing is normal and worry that it may never be again.

But even as we confront the difficulties of living through months of a
pandemic and social unrest, we also acknowledge that these times of
challenge have helped us realize those things which matter most: the
relationships which bring meaning and purpose to our lives; the faith which
grounds us; chances to slow down, be more mindful, and discover enjoyment
in simplicity and beauty; and the opportunities to demonstrate kindness and
serve others.  For these gifts and other glimpses of your grace around us and
whispers of peace within us, in spite of the tensions and uncertainties we
face, we offer to you, Gracious God, our thanks and our praise.

We do not have to look far, however, to recognize that there are many
who are suffering tremendously more than our stresses and inconveniences. 
For those who have had loved ones taken from them by disease, natural
disaster, or violence, we pray for your comfort, O God.  For those who
struggle for shelter and food and other basic necessities of life, we pray for
resources to meet their needs.  For those whose bodies, minds, and spirits
are broken by illness and pain, we pray for healing and peace.  For those
whose circumstances had led them to despair, we pray for your hope.  And
in each of these as well as every circumstance in which we cry out to you,
may we hear in our own prayers the echoes of your call for us to respond
generously out of the abundance we have received.  In these trying days and
every day of our lives, bless us and keep us, Holy God, not only for our own
sake but so that we might be a blessing to others.  In the name of the Christ
who came to walk the journey of life with us and by the power of your Holy
Spirit who abides with us still, we offer our prayers this day and all the days
of our lives.  Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister


