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Shining Lights
Genesis 1:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16

• It was the first gift given by God in creation.
• It was a sign of God’s presence and a means of safe travel during the

Exodus.
• It was a constant presence in the tabernacle which moved from place to

place with the Hebrew people during their forty years in the wilderness.
• It was a symbol of hope and salvation, the result of God’s Word spoken

and written.
• It was embodied in Jesus, the co-Creator, the Incarnate Word, the very

source of life.
• It is the calling to which we are all called, the path upon which all of us are

to walk, the way in which we should live, the gift God gives to the world.
• It is light!

In beginning this grand experiment of creation which is our life, God
said, "’Let there be light’; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was
good . . . .”  The light shaped our days and nights.  It helped us mark weeks
and months and years.  It enabled us to work, to play, to worship, to grow
crops, to grow and live and thrive.  Light was the first gift God gave to creation
. . . and it was good!

Light was so good and so important that it influenced practically
everything else that God did for and with us.  Light represented God’s eternal
presence whether as a pillar of fire guiding the Hebrews through the desert,
as a warm reminder of God’s presence during worship, as a metaphor of the
illumination God’s Word brings to the world, or as Jesus himself, the Messiah,
the Light of the world.  Light literally makes a difference in the world each and
every day.  It was the first gift and a gift that truly keeps giving.

As far as I know, the metaphor of light is the only one that is applied to
Jesus and to the rest of us as well.  Engaged by the Pharisees and scribes
in one challenge after another, Jesus finally said to them, “I myself am the
light for the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.”  The calling of a follower of Christ is to walk through life
on the path that is illumined by Christ.



At the beginning of his ministry, however, Jesus used the same
metaphor in a very different context.  In what we know as the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said to the thousands of people listening that day and the
billions of us who would come after them, “You are the light of the world.”  To
make his point, he compared our lives to a lamp in a house.  The lamp is lit
in order to bring light to the house.  Just as no one would light a lamp and
then hide it under a basket, neither should we hide the light God has given to
each of us.  As the gospel song reminds us, we need to “let shine, let it shine,
let it shine.”

Today we celebrate the life and light God has given to each of us and
to all people.  We ask ourselves whether we shine the light of God each and
every day or if we hide it for some reason and therefore carry darkness with
us to the places we go.

There was a young boy who was about nine years old when he went
with his parents to Europe for summer vacation.  They saw so many of the
wonders of Europe–the ancient castles and stately old homes, the fruitful
countryside and bustling cities, places and things that pulsed with so much
history and awe.  Of course, their tour took them to the great old cathedrals
of Europe.  As he visited cathedral after cathedral, the boy saw the massive
stained glass portraits of the disciples and other saints.  He was very
impressed as he stood in those glorious halls looking through the beautiful
stained glass windows.

Upon returning home he told his Sunday School teacher about the great
churches of Europe and the glass portraits of the saints.  His teacher asked
him, “Tell me, what exactly is a saint?”  The boy thought back to those
beautiful stained glass windows he had admired and he said, “A saint is
someone who lets the light shine through.”

A saint is someone who lets the light shine through.  How true.  In
scripture, the saints are not those giants of the faith like Peter and Paul and
John.  In the Bible, the saints are the holy ones, the followers of Christ, the
every day people like you and me who love Jesus and do our best to live as
he taught us to live.  The saints are simply the people who accept that they
are the light of the world and do their best to allow the light of God to shine
through them to bring light and hope and goodness and salvation to the world.

Do I, do you, do we let the light of God shine through us?  That is about
the simplest question we can answer that reveals our faith.  Jesus followers
let the light shine through them.  That is God’s ongoing gift to the world.
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Every morning when we rise we ought to ask ourselves, “What can I do
today to let God’s light shine through me to the world?”  At the end of the day,
before we close our eyes to sleep, we ought to ask ourselves, “What did I do
today to let God’s light shine through me to the world?  What did I do to block
that light and cast shadows of darkness?  May we all live in such a way that
the light shines through us each and every day.

Today we remember those persons who lived among us as the saints
of God and did let the light shine through them into the world.  We offer
thanksgiving once again for their lives.  We take light from the Christ Candle,
which reminds us that Christ is the Light of the World, a light that can never
be extinguished.  We light a candle in their memory as a testimony to our
belief that their light continues to shine in the presence of God:

The Naming of Our Beloved Saints:

Leo Bishop Bobbie Collie Sadie Daughety
Barbara Harris Joel Locke Winnie Raper

Gene Scarborough Jeannette Smith Linda Smith
Wayne Trull Martha Tuttle Tom Vaughan

We remember those persons who died in years past and are still dear to us.

We remember the people who have died because of Covid:
234 in Nash County,
over 18,000 in North Carolina,
over 751,000 in the United States, and
over 5,000,000 people worldwide.

The Kindling of the Flames
You are invited to come forward during the anthem and light a candle

in memory of a loved one from your circle of friends or family, especially if the
death has occurred during the past year.  You may also light a candle for
someone who died years ago, but whose memory is still bright for you. 
Deacons will be at the head of the center aisle to provide candles, light them,
and help you place them in the chancel area.

We invite those of you who are not here in the sanctuary to light candles
for the people you love who are no longer with us.
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November 7, 2021 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Last night offered an hour more of darkness for our rest and this
evening the dark will come an hour earlier.  With our clocks we can control the
timing of darkness, but there is nothing we can do to control the darkness or
the light that you have ordained, O God.  Our prayer is that we will appreciate
both light and darkness and what they offer to our lives.  We also pray that the
light of your love will shine brightly in and through us.

Shine your light into the corners of our lives that we like to keep in the
shadows.  Help us to see clearly those aspects of our lives that we do not
want to confront and certainly do not want anyone else to see.  Guide us to
reshape ourselves in such a way that we rid ourselves of harmful attitudes
and habits and allow your light to fill those otherwise empty spaces in our
lives.

Shine your light into the dark places in our world that we do not want to
see.  Too often we avoid responsibility for the ills of our world simply because
we do not see them.  We do not see them because we keep them wrapped
in darkness.  Open our eyes to all of the things that you see, O God, and
open our hearts just as your heart is open to us.

Shine your light on the many ways that we seek to live your love in the
world, not that we will receive accolades, but that others will experience your
love firsthand and fall in love with you as we have.

Brighten our lives, we pray, with attitudes that are hopeful and helpful. 
Even in our darkest hours, shine your light to lift our spirits through the people
around us.  Illumine the paths that we ought to travel and reveal to us things
that we have overlooked far too long.  Brighten our lives with the kindness we
experience and share with others.

Thank you, O God, for sharing the Light of the World with us and for
allowing us to share your light with the world.  May the world grow brighter as
a result of your love.  Amen.


