
The Worship of God
October 18, 2020 THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Prayer from Tannhauser Richard Wagner

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
O God, teach us to be generous:

to serve you as you deserve to be served;
to give without counting the cost;
to fight without fear of being wounded;
to work without seeking rest;
and to spend ourselves without expecting any reward
but the knowledge that we are doing your holy will. adapted, Ignatius of Loyola

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL ADORATION:  “Come to Zion” arr. Kevin Siegfried
Come to Zion, sinsick souls in sorrow bound. Lay your cares upon the altar where true
healing may be found. Shout Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise resounds o’er land and sea. All who
will may come and share the glories of this jubilee.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving God, we confess that we are people of many moods and sins.  Sometimes we
become so contented with our lot that we forget the concerns of others.  Sometimes we
become so discontented with our life that we make life hard for others.  We take great
blessings without gratitude, exercise our gifts without thankfulness, use up our friends
without appreciation, and go to church without any sense of blessing, wonder, or joy.  By
the mercy of Christ Jesus, purge all that is rotten in our lives, straighten that which is
crooked, and quench our thirst for righteousness.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I Thessalonians 1:1-10

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “O for a Closer Walk with God” Sir Charles Villiers Stanford
O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heav'nly frame, a light to shine upon the road that
leads me to the Lamb!  Return, O holy Dove, return, sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins
that made Thee mourn, and drove Thee from my breast.  So shall my walk be close with
God, calm and serene my frame; so purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the
Lamb. William Cowper



PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 22:15-22

SERMON: “Whose Image?” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we give thanks for our Property Committee which serves to take care of our buildings,

maintain all equipment, make repairs as needed, and anticipate our needs for the future.
Various tools are placed on the altar.

HYMN: “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought” FOREST GREEN

As those of old their firstfruits brought of vineyard, flock, and field
to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield,
so we today our firstfruits bring, the wealth of this good land:
of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.

A world in need now summons us to labor, love, and give,
to make our life an offering that all may truly live.
The church of Christ is calling us to make the dream come true:
a world redeemed by Christ-like love, all life in Christ made new.

In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,
to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way.
O God who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son,
help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We thank you, then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food;
No gifts have we to offer, for all your love imparts,
But that which you desire: our humble, thankful hearts.
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.  Amen. Matthias Claudius

POSTLUDE:  Festival March G. F. Handel
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