
The Worship of God
September 27, 2020 THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. Robert Cundick

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Because we live in a world that is often competitive, unfair, and even dangerous,

We need you, O God.
Because we so often live as individuals instead of as a community,

We need you, O God.
Because we are often tempted to make choices based only on our self interest,

We need you, O God.
Because we cannot love others when we do not love ourselves,

We need you, O God.
Because we are an Easter people with hope in our eyes and faith in our hearts,

We need you, O God.
Walk with us through the days of our frustration and restore to us the joy of your salvation.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “Let the Heav’n Light Shine on Me” Roland M. Carter
Let the heav'n light shine on me. Let the heav'n light shine on me for low is the way to the
upper bright world. Let the heav'n light shine on me. Shine on me. Let the light from heav’n
shine on me. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

It is easy, O God, for us to give up the struggle to be the best persons we can be.  We
become tired of the effort to resist the evil around and within us.  Forgive us when we have
allowed our desires to blind us, our pains to embitter us, and our trials to discourage us. 
From these and all our unhealthy ways and doings, O God deliver us, and let us know your
pardon and peace. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “City Called Heaven” arr. Josephine Poelinitz
I am a poor pilgrim of sorrow, I'm left in this old wide world alone! Oh I aint got no hope
for tomorrow, I’m trying to make it, make heaven my home.   Sometimes I’m tossed and I’m
driven, sometimes I just don’t know which way to turn.  Oh I heard of a city called heaven.
I’m trying to make it, make heaven my home.



 PROCLAMATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 17:1-7

SERMON: “Camping at Massah and Meribah” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we give thanks for Lakeside Preschool which has been providing education

and nurture for young children in our community since 1992.  Building blocks are placed on the altar.

ANTHEM:  “Hope of the World” Taylor Davis
Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion:

speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.
Save us, thy people, from consuming passion,

who by thy own false hopes and aims are spent.

Hope of the world, God's gift from highest heaven,
bringing to hungry souls the bread of life:

still let thy Spirit unto us be given
to heal earth's wounds and end all bitter strife.

Hope of the world, afoot on dusty highways,
showing to wandering souls the path of light:
walk thou beside us lest the tempting byways

lure us away from thee to endless night.

Hope of the world, O Christ, o'er death victorious,
who by this sign did conquer grief and pain:
we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious;
thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign.

Hope of the world.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God, Father to all who trust him, who has called us to work together,

to build a world wherein the unity, peace, and joy of his kingdom shall prevail.
We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and our brother, who suffered, died, and rose

again for us, that we might learn to live for others, and find hope in his victory over death.
We believe in the Spirit, in the power of truth, in the triumph of love, in the reality of

God’s sustaining presence with us now.
We believe in the Church, the unity and fellowship to which all are called, that we may

heal the brokenness of life, and find everlasting joy in fellowship with Christ our Lord.

POSTLUDE:  O God, Our Help In Ages Past arr. John Longhurst
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