
The Worship of God
September 20, 2020 THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Adagio from The Third Organ Chorale Cesar Franck

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
The world in which we live is filled with daunting challenges and heavy burdens

which often leave us feeling helpless and hopeless.
Lord, teach us to place our concerns before you, to entrust them to your care,

and to let go of our need to control every outcome.
The world in which we live is filled with beauty and wonder beyond our comprehension,

with gifts to sustain our bodies, please our senses, and inspire our hearts and minds.
Lord, help us to find moments of quiet rest in you, to center ourselves in your love,

and to delight in your presence.
The world in which we live is filled with opportunity to work and serve,

giving of ourselves as we care for one another and all of creation.
Lord, empower us to have compassion to love others in your name,

boldness to reach beyond ourselves, and energy to accomplish the tasks
to which you call us.

Lord, guide us on our journey: where we are weak make us strong,
where we are foolish make us wise, where we are hasty make us patient,
and where we are selfish make us compassionate, all for the sake of Christ.  Amen.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

ANTHEM: “Earth Song” Frank Ticheli
Sing, Be, Live, See . . . This dark stormy hour, the wind, it stirs. The scorched earth cries out in vain:
O war and power, you blind and blur. The torn heart cries out in pain. But music and singing have
been my refuge, and music and singing shall be my light. A light of song shining strong: Alleluia!
Through darkness, pain and strife, I’ll Sing, Be, Live, See . . . Peace.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We forget your wonderful works and do not remember
the abundance of your love.  We ignore your guidance and wander after our wanton cravings.  We
exchange the delight of your presence for empty images of comfort and hope.  We bargain our
responsibility for the pottage of convenience.  We forget that you take care of us in ways we do not
even recognize.  Remind us that we are your body on earth and bless all that we do with our hands
and hearts and minds.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 1:21-30

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM: “Give Me Jesus” arr. L.L. Fleming
When I am alone, O, when I am alone, give me Jesus.  You may have all the rest, give me Jesus. 
O, when I come to die, give me Jesus.  And when I want to sing, give me Jesus.

 PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 20:1-16

SERMON: “Last and First” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we give thanks for CareNet Counseling which offers confidential, faith-based individual,

couple, family, and group counseling to our church and  community.  The CareNet logo is on the altar.

HYMN:  “Come, Labor On” ORA LABORA/ Thomas Tertius Noble
The text with music may be found on the last page of the order of worship.

Come, labor on. Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain
while all around us waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say, “Go work today.”

Come, labor on. Claim the high calling angels cannot share;
to young and old the gospel gladness bear;
redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. The night draws nigh.

Come, labor on. Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here:
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill his righteous will.

Come, labor on. No time for rest, till glows the western sky,
till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie,
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun, “Well done, well done!”

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
As the compass-needle's arms point to North, South, East and West,

so the cross, through life's alarms, helps us choose the way that's best.
Thank you, Lord, that you provide this clear compass-cross to guide.
Lord, through dusty ways ahead, save the stumbling, here below,

be on every path we tread, show lost sheep which way to go.
Guide us through the sheepfold's door, till we come to joy once more.  Amen.

China, Ernest Yang Yin-liu

POSTLUDE:  Sing and Rejoice Lani Smith
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