
The Worship of God
September 19, 2021 THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

     The worship of God begins with the music of the organ.  We encourage you to use this time for meditation
and reflection.  Please refrain from conversation which would disturb others and turn off or silence all electronic
devices.  Following the service, greet our visitors and share your friendship with those around you.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

    ORGAN PRELUDE:  For the Beauty of the Earth arr. Diane Bish

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

    CHORAL INTROIT:  “Prayer of Consecration” Deborah Dresie
Lord of life, sing through me. Give my heart a melody so sweet and pure, good and true that I may
offer a song to you. Come to me and still my fear until my song is yours alone. Sing through me, Lord
of life; make my voice your own. Lord of life, pray through me. Fill my mind with quiet peace so
sweet and pure, good and true that I may have only thoughts of you. Come to me and still my doubt
until my dreams are yours alone. Pray through me, Lord of life, make my mind your own. Lord of
life, live through me. Keep my soul in harmony so sweet and pure, good and true that through my
living I’ll honor you. Come to me and still my will until my deeds are yours alone. Live through me,
Lord of life; make my heart your own.

 
*  CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 16 (CEV)

Minister: You, Lord, are all I want! You are my choice, and you keep me safe.
People: You make my life pleasant, and my future is bright.
Minister: I praise you, Lord, for guiding me.  Even in the darkest night, your teachings fill my mind.
People: I will always look to you, as you stand beside me and protect me from fear.
Minister: With all my heart, I will celebrate, and I can safely rest. You have shown me the path to

life, and you make me glad by being near to me.
People: Close beside you, I will always be joyful!

*  THE GLORIA PATRI 35 GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

* HYMN: “Gather Us In” GATHER US IN

Here in this place, the new light is streaming, shadows of doubt are vanished away.
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of this day.

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in; our spirits inflame.
Call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name.

     We are the young–our lives are a mystery; we are the old, who yearn for your face.
We have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race.

Gather us in–the rich and the haughty; gather us in–the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song.

     Here we receive new life in the waters; here we receive the bread of new birth;
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth.

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

      Not just in buildings, small and confining, not in some heaven, light years away,
Here in this place the new light is shining; now is God present, and now is the day.

Gather us in and hold us forever; gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

    THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, our deep pessimism and our shallow optimism; our impatience born of

perpetual despair and our refusal to be inspired; our loss of belief and our lack of honesty about
our unbelief; our demand that life be easy and our resentment when it is not.  Grant to us a
broader vision wherein your grace meets all of our needs and our faith becomes the pulse of life.

    THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

    THE EPISTLE LESSON: James 3:13-18
Minister: This is the word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

PROCLAMATION

    ANTHEM:  “Lord of the Small” Dan Forrest
Praise to the Lord of the small broken things, who sees the poor sparrow that cannot take wing, who
loves the lame child, and the wretch in the street, who comforts their sorrows and washes their feet.
Praise to the Lord of the faint and afraid, who girds them with courage and lends them his aid; he
pours out his spirit on vessels so weak that the timid can serve and the silent can speak. Praise to the
Lord of the frail and the ill, who heals their afflictions or carries them till they leave this tired frame
and to paradise fly, to never be sick and never to die. Praise him, O praise him, all ye who yet live,
who’ve been given so much and can so little give, our frail, lisping praise God will never despise: he
sees his dear children through mercy-filled eyes. Johanna Anderson

    THE GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 9:30-37

    SERMON: “They Did Not Understand” Dr. Wright

*  HYMN: “Alleluia! Hear God’s Story” W ZLOBIE LEZY

Alleluia! Hear God’s story, still unfolding with each dawn.
Taste the wine and body broken: God’s creative love lives on.

Who the neighbor? Who the hungry? Who is thirsty for shalom?
God of journey, in your story; lead us, with the neighbor, home.

              Alleluia! Sing the story; God’s great faithfulness proclaim.
Tell of prophets and apostles; sing the power of Jesus’ name.

Who the neighbor? Who the listener? Who has ears to hear our song?
God of history, tune our voices, make our hopeful witness strong.

                Alleluia! Dance the story; every sinew now engage.
Tethered close in truthful worship, boldly face the coming age.

Who the neighbor? Who the watchful? Who will welcome life’s embrace?
God of gospel, tell the story through our dancing of your grace.

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER
We give thanks for Lakeside Preschool which has been providing education and nurture

for young children in our community since 1992.  Building blocks are placed on the altar.

*  THE DOXOLOGY LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;

Praise God above you heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.



WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry. 

Members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving
community where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond
the label of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service
we support many ecumenical ministries that convey God’s love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches.  We honor
the previous baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you are interested
in knowing more about our church and its ministries, please fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers
or members.
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    AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
As people of faith, we lean into the heart of the Holy,

confessing our frailty, admitting our sin, amazed by God’s grace.
As people of faith, we lean into the heart of the Holy, 

opening eyes and ears, unclenching hands and hearts, sharing the wonders of God’s world.
As people of faith, we lean into the heart of the Holy, 

asking difficult questions, admitting our doubts, reaching for hope.
As people of faith, we lean into the heart of the Holy,

seeking closeness with God, fearful of intimacy, astonished by God’s love.
As people of faith, we lean into the heart of the Holy, 

and risk the wonder of falling into the loving and steadfast arms of God.

    THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP AND BENEDICTION

Please remain seated during the postlude.

    ORGAN POSTLUDE:  How Firm a Foundation arr. Diane Bish

* Please stand as you are able.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of Mac Carpenter
on the occasion of his 98th birthday by Margaret Carpenter, Jo Webb, and Jill Ward.

THE MINISTRY OF WORSHIP
Jody C. Wright Elizabeth Edwards Amy Shortt
 Senior Minister Associate Minister Minister of Music

Diana Kirkpatrick The Lakeside Chancel Choir Ramsey Ward
Organist Acolyte

Jackson Baldwin Emma Golomb
Baritone/Bass Soprano

Lakeside website: lakesidechurchrmt.org

Children’s worship aids are available in the narthex.
Bibles and Wireless Hearing Aids are available in the Prayer Room off the narthex.

Childcare is available in the Preschool Building.
Music reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-718366. All rights reserved.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
Worship bags are available in the narthex and have a variety of items that will help to make worship more

meaningful for our children.  Please return them to the narthex following worship.


