
The Worship of God
August 30, 2020 THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name Oliver Holden

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Friends, we are gathered for worship.
Compelled by the mercy of God,
Wherever we are, we are united in the name of Christ Jesus.
Whatever your need, ask right now, and it shall be given to you.
Whatever you long for in life, seek right now, and you will find.
Wherever you need to go, knock right now, and the door will be opened.
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

MEDITATION:  How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings” Samuel Liddle
How lovely are Thy dwellings, O Lord of Hosts!  My soul longeth, yea, fainteth, for the
courts of the Lord: My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  Yea, the sparrow hath
found her a house, and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young, even Thine altars,
O Lord of Hosts, my King and my God.  O Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer. I would
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. For
a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand.  How lovely are Thy dwellings, O Lord of
Hosts!  My soul longeth, yea fainteth, for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh cry
out for the living God. Sue Cataline, soloist

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We have considered you to be like fine art,
something to be admired and cherished from a distance, but too precious to enjoy in daily
life.  We have taken a hands-off approach, fearing that our clumsy hands might break the
fragile image we have created for you.

Tap us on the shoulder of our souls that we might turn and look full into your adoring
eyes.  Grip us with the strong hands of your Spirit that we might understand the power of
your creativity.  Re-shape us according to your image and breathe into us once again your
life-giving Spirit.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 40:28-31

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Migratory V” Adam Guettel
We sail above the weather. We search the ocean floor.
We rival our creation still yearning for more.
But can we fly together–a migratory V?
How wonderful if that's what God could see.

A single voice in whispered prayer can only pray to travel there.
But all as one we sound the everlasting sound
And sing our salvation.
Aloft and in formation, a migratory V.
How wonderful if that's what God could see.

Sue Cataline, soloist

 PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 6:25-33

SERMON: “Ordinary Lessons During Extraordinary Times: Pay Attention” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
This morning we give thanks for educators

who guide the development of mind, body, and character
and for students who learn and grow in these ways.
 A text book, an apple, and a ruler are on the altar.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in the God who created not only the grand and intricate systems of the universe,
but also the simple and mundane elements of life.
We believe in the God who stands not only outside of time and space,
but who stands with us in this immediate time and this particular place.
We believe in the God who is not only Lord of heaven and earth,
but who also came as a babe to experience the life we live.
We believe in the God who is extraordinary in every aspect,
especially in the ordinary ways he enters our lives.
Blessed be the God of Life.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  Come Thou Almighty King Felice de Giardini
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