
The Worship of God
July 26, 2020 THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

ORGAN PRELUDE:  All Glory Be to God On High Joseph Prentiss

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP

O God of vision far greater than all human scheming,
Gather us now in your presence, refreshing, redeeming.
Show us anew—Life in your breath-taking view, lovely beyond all our dreaming.

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when
you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. Do not
remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it?  Isaiah 43:1-2, 18-19

Pour out your Spirit on all now assembled before you.
May our diversity here be a means to adore you.
Women and men—Young, old and youthful again, make us as one, we implore you.

Then afterwards I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.  Joel 2:28

Grant to us insight, O God, for this time of decision.
May we dream challenging dreams of both depth and precision.
Speak through the dark—Dispel by lightning’s bright spark whatever clouds dim our vision.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Isaiah 61:1

Break the sun’s rays into color, a rainbow around us.
Storm clouds, though real and near, are not enough to confound us.
Arched in the sky—Beauty and promise are high, giving us hope to astound us.

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm,
to give you a future with hope. When you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.
When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. 

Jeremiah 29:11-13

O God of Vision, text by Jane Parker Huber ©1981, hymn tune LOBE DEN HERREN



THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 5:14-16

GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP EXPERIENCES

REFLECTIONS ON GATEKEEPERS WORKCAMP 2020 Chuck Taylor, Adult Volunteer

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ORGAN MEDITATION:  The Love of God is Steadfast Colin Curtis

PROCLAMATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 2:2-4, 11;6-9

SERMON: “Tending the Light” Rev. Edwards

ANTHEM:  “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Heather Sorenson

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. Thou my
best thought, by day or by night; waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. You shine in the night. 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise. Thou mine inheritance, now and always. Thou and thou
only, the first in my heart, my treasure thou art.  Blessed Redeemer, my treasure thou art. High King
of heaven, my victory won! May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!  Heart of my own
heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, still be my light, and you will still be my vision, shine in
the night. Be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. Be thou my Light when I walk through the night.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in the God who imagined order, beauty and community drawn out of chaos. 
We believe in Jesus Christ whose coming envisioned a people renewed and a creation
restored.  We believe in the Holy Spirit whose presence empowers us to be children of God
and to claim the promise of God’s redemptive love for ourselves, for our brothers and
sisters, and for all of creation. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Christ Ascends! Todd Kendall
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THANK YOU,
GATEKEEPERS PARTICIPANTS

AND SUPPORTERS!

So many things were different about our 29th Gatekeepers Workcamp, but one
thing remained the same: The wonderful support of the Lakeside family. In all, we
had 85 youth and 35 adults who worked on 12 crews, completing outdoor projects
for local nonprofits, neighborhood associations, the City of Rocky Mount Parks
& Rec, and our participating churches. 

Special thanks to those in the Lakeside family who worked on crews this year:
Anna Adkins, Madi Adkins, Andy Barker, Kate Berry, Nancy Berry, Bo Browder,
Carson Browder, Spencer Bulluck, Sue Bulluck, Wayne Cotton, Sammie Crumley,
Daniel Edwards, Spencer Edwards, Logan Elliott, Connor Evans, Edward Evans,
Bruce Harris, Dan Herring, Tyler Holden, Landon Holloman, Gavin Ozment, Tim
Ozment, Chuck Taylor, and Jacob Watkins. 

We are grateful to others in our church family who support our work with their
time and talents: Anna Anderson, Keith Ballentine, Dianne Bulluck, Trey Bulluck,
Brenda Culpepper, Dennis Culpepper, Chris Martin, Rob Martin, Terry Martin,
Laura O'Neal, Theo Pitt, Deborah Wright, Dorrie Wright, Jim Wright, Jody
Wright, and all those who made financial contributions to our Gatekeepers
Scholarship Fund.

We also thank Liz Broomell, Linda Davis, and Milton Marrow for their extra
work in helping Gatekeepers to run smoothly.  

In addition to the individuals who work hard at Gatekeepers, it takes a number
of community partners to make this ministry happen.  Thank you to Daughtridge
Oil & Gas/Fuel Doc, Don Bulluck Chevrolet, and Jim Dickens Printing for your
generous support, and to the City of Rocky Mount Parks & Recreation Department
(Kelvin Yarrell and staff), Environmental Services Department (Cameron Privott
and staff), and Archie Jones for your efforts. We are also grateful this year to
partner with a number of community nonprofit agencies for our work sites.  These
partnerships could not have happened without the dedicated staffs at Bassett
Center, Boys & Girls Clubs, Lighthouse Home, My Sister's House, Peacemakers,
and Ripple Effects. 


