
The Worship of God
July 19, 2020 THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Amazing Grace arr. David Lasky

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP

We are drawn together to worship.
Stirring within us is a longing to be loved.
God says: “You are the beloved.”
Aching within us is our desire for our true home.
God says: “Come home.  Here you will find rest.”
Rising within us is our search for a vision larger than the pressing moment.
God says: “I will give you a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to guide you.”
Brewing within us is a yearning for community.
God says: “I have called you by name and given you one another to love.”
Being born within us is a song of hope and a melody of praise!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

MEDITATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 12:1-21

ANTHEM:  “Children of the Heavenly Father” Swedish Folk Melody/arr. Jeremy S. Bakken

Children of the heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather; nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e’er was given.  God his own shall tend and nourish; in his holy courts they
flourish. From all evil things he spares them; in his mighty arms he bears them. Neither life
nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; unto them his grace he showeth, and
their sorrows all he knoweth. Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er
forsaketh, his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.

Catherine Cobb, soloist

 



PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 4:5-24

SERMON: “Ordinary Lessons During Extraordinary Times: Worship” Dr. Wright

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

MEDITATION:  “I’m Special to Jesus” Ron Hamilton/arr. Shelly Hamilton

I’m special to Jesus, there’s no one else like me.
I wouldn’t trade places with anyone else; I’m special, you see.
God has prepared a task he wants me to do. I’m special, I’m special to my Lord.
Jesus laid down his life to die for me, when I was lost in sin’s dark night.
Though I did not deserve this gift so free, each child is special in his sight.
I may be rich, I may be very poor, still I am special just the same.
Christ hears each knock I make on Heaven’s door. He hears each time I call his name.

Dyson Ponte, soloist

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Young and old, sons and daughters of God,
we who are the diverse creations of God’s imagination and love
join in praise and thanksgiving
as we worship the One who brings us together.

We come together, bringing our varied stories, our unique gifts,
and our distinct calls to serve.

We come together in partnership and mission,
knowing that we are called to be the church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to serve others,
to seek justice, to offer the hope of the Resurrected Christ.

We are called to be the body of Christ–
a community of believers, a household of faith,
a communion of saints, the people of the covenant.

We are called to the one hope of our high calling–
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God.

As members of the body of Christ,
we covenant together to build on the sure foundation of Jesus Christ our Lord
and to seek the vision of Christ’s hope for the world.

Sharlande Sledge, adapted

ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Trumpet Tune in D David N. Johnson
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