
The Worship of God
June 21, 2020 THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Eleven O'Clock

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Toccata in F Gene Clarke

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP

We come in worship to proclaim the goodness of God,
To celebrate life in its fullness, and to acknowledge God's generous blessings.
We gather in worship to express our gratitude:
To offer thanks for the gifts that summer brings, for the abundance of life,
and for the love of family and friends.
We come in worship to declare God's love
and to share the abundance of his goodness with the world.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

FAMILY DEDICATION
Today we celebrate the dedication of Adelaide Morgan Tolston,

born March 28, 2020, to Allison and Eric Tolston.

    HOMILY

    THE COVENANT

Minister: Do you parents present your child before God, in solemn dedication?
Parents: We do.
Minister: Do you commit yourselves as parents to bring up your child in the nurture and

admonition of the Lord?
Parents: We do.
Minister: Do you promise to instruct your child in the teachings of Jesus Christ and in the

practice of prayer, and to provide guidance in the development of a Christlike
character?

Parents: We do.
Minister: Do you promise, to the best of your ability, so to shape your home life, by your words

and by your example, that your child will naturally come to an open confession of
Christ as Lord and enter into the fellowship and service of the church?

Parents: We do.
Minister: As a congregation, we rejoice in this new life that has come into your family, and we

pledge to you our support, encouragement, and prayers as you seek to raise your child
in a Christian home.  We further pledge to do our part in nurturing your child’s
growing faith through worship, teaching, and service.



    THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God, our heavenly Parent, we have received our children in trust from you.  Acting
as stewards of this holy trust, help us to love our children unselfishly, and to guide them into
righteous living.  We pledge our lives to the fulfillment of this holy calling, and pray for
your divine help through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen.

    THE BLESSING OF THE CHILD

    SOLO:  “Let the Children Come” Helen Kemp
But Jesus called the children to him, and then he said to his disciples: “Let the little children
come to me. Let them come and gather at my knee. Let them come, dear friends, for don’t
you see, this is how God’s kingdom ought to be? Truly now I say to you, come to God as
little children do.” Then he blessed them one by one. This is how God’s kingdom comes!
Oh, come little children!

Amy Shortt, soloist

MEDITATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I Peter 1:3-9

FLUTE SOLO:  "People Need the Lord" Greg Nelson and Phill McHugh/arr. Carol Foss
Kathy Manning, flutist

PROCLAMATION

THE PSALTER LESSON: Psalm 8

SERMON: “Birthing Hope” Dr. Wright

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ORGAN MEDITATION:  A Mother's Prayer Franklin Ritter

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in God: in his goodness in which we were born,
in his mercy by which we are kept, in his love from which we cannot be separated.

We believe in Christ: whose way is the only way, whose truth is the ultimate truth,
whose life claims ours.

We believe in the Spirit: from whom we receive comfort, in whom we find courage,
by whom we are called to a life of service and love.  Amen.

ORGAN POSTLUDE:  How Firm A Foundation Tom Birchwood
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