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TRINITY SUNDAY

FOUNDERS DAY

For Such a Time as This
 . . . and Whatever Happens Next
Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 2:42-47

It grieves me that we cannot be together today.  Like so many people
who have celebrated birthdays, graduations, anniversaries, and even
weddings without family and friends gathered, we must celebrate the 65th

anniversary of the founding of our congregation by not congregating.  How
ironic is that?  Were we able to be here, I would hope our sanctuary would be
filled.  Our worship would include bright and resounding music.  A guest
speaker no doubt would encourage us about our past and challenge us for
the future.  We would feast together in Robbins Hall and reminisce about days
past and friends who are no longer with us.  We would leave filled with the
goodness and grace of having been together.

I am sorry that we cannot celebrate today as we would want.  It would
be so much fun to be together.  Yet, I am reminded of a cartoon I saw
recently.  There was a drawing of a church with a sign out front which read:
“The building is closed.  The church is open.”  Indeed, though the doors of our
building are shut against the coronavirus pandemic, the arms of the church
are wide open to one another and the world.  That in itself is something to
celebrate.

As I thought about what this day means for us, a day which marks sixty-
five years of ministry here by the lake and a day when our nation is in
seclusion and turmoil, I thought about the simplicity of our calling.  Matthew
tells us that after his resurrection, Jesus met with his closest disciples and
gave them a simple charge: “Go throughout the world and make believers. 
Baptize them in my name and teach them all that I have taught you.  And
remember, I am always, always with you."

Those earliest believers took him at his word.  They spent time in the
temple praying and learning from the apostles.  They ate together and shared
everything in common.  If anyone had a need, the rest of the community took
care of it.  They were eager, excited, glad, and generous.  It sounds a bit
idyllic, doesn’t it?



When our founders committed to establish Lakeside, they were doing
what the first believers did.  They spent time learning, worshiping, and praying
together.  They ate and worked together and met every need that arose. 
They were eager, excited, glad, and generous.  And, yes, it seemed a bit
idyllic, I’m sure.

Yet, there never has been and never will be a Camelot for the Church
because faith does not take us to a place where everything is sweetness and
light all of the time.  Instead, the Church lives in the world which is gritty and
tough,  challenging, and sometimes frightening.  The first believers quickly
discovered that reality.  Before long, some of the Greek speaking Jews who
were part of the fellowship of faith began complaining because they did not
think their widows were being treated fairly in the daily distribution of
resources.  Had discrimination and jealousy already infiltrated the faithful? 
Deacons–servant leaders–were chosen to remedy the situation and keep the
peace.  Shortly thereafter, Peter and John healed a lame man on their way
into the temple to pray.  Peter’s sermon explaining the miracle as a sign of the
grace of the risen Christ caught the attention of the chief priests and
Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection.  The two apostles were
arrested twice, eventually beaten, and warned not to continue preaching
which they ignored.  Were intolerance and oppression already at work?  Not
much later, Stephen, a man known for his vibrant spirit, was stoned to death
for boldly proclaiming his faith.  Were prejudice and hatred already focused
on these people whose beliefs and actions were different from the majority? 
It must have felt as if the toddling church had a target on its back.  Yet, the
believers did not retreat.  They advanced.  Instead of fading quietly into the
night, the gospel spread like wildfire as Jesus said it would.  Thankfully, we
are the fortunate beneficiaries of the tenacity and faithfulness of those first
believers.

For some people, the mid-fifties and early sixties felt like an idyllic time. 
After three wars and the Depression, the country was prosperous.  More
opportunities, better jobs, and increasing products were available.  Families
were generally large and life was more or less centered in the churches,
which multiplied at an amazing rate.  Then the Vietnam war came along and
beside it a cultural revolution that rocked many people on their heels. 
Personal and civil rights were being explored and expanded.  Sometimes, the
resulting changes felt threatening to the Church.  Sometimes the Church felt
out of step with the culture.  Sometimes the Church was at odds with the
culture.
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Like those early believers, Lakeside decided to see where faith would
take it in a changing world.  Granted, we still looked like a traditional church
and talked like a traditional church and often acted like a traditional church. 
Like the early church, however, Lakeside decided to let the Gospel go where
it would.  It took the church further into the community.  It took the church
deeper into scripture.  It took the church more seriously into the life of faith.

Over the years, Lakeside had its share of grumbling and resistance
come its way.  As the church become more open to an ecumenical spirit, it
was accused of not being Baptist enough.  When the church broadened its
understanding of baptism for individuals and the Church, it was accused of
not being orthodox enough.  When it fully supported women in ministry, it was
accused of not being biblical enough.  At various times throughout our history,
when we have sought to live in the manner of Christ, our faithfulness has
been called into question.  Have we always done everything right?  No.  Have
we always done everything we should have?  No.  Have we tried to live as
Christ in the world?  I think so.

You cannot gauge a church’s effectiveness or faithfulness by numbers
or budgets or other standards common in the world; however, you can
determine whether or not a church is living out Christ’s commission by
observing the lives of the people influenced by the church.  Lakeside is not
perfect.  It has not even begun to reach its potential as a family of faith.  Yet,
I think the witness of people whom we have touched with love in one form or
another affirms the faithfulness of our fellowship.

There are some critics who think that the Christian Church, at least in
its current form, is no longer relevant.  They observe that we think and act in
ways that are no longer appealing to most people.  We have a message and
agenda that are no longer in step with the world.  It no longer has the power
or the will to address vital issues challenging the world.  Unless the church
reinvents itself, they say, it will die.

In the face of enormous challenges to the church, I think of Esther, the
young Jewish woman exiled in Persia who caught the eye and attention of the
king.  You remember her story.  In the court of King Ahasueras, there was a
man named Haman who hated Jews and conspired to eradicate them from
the kingdom.  When Esther’s adopted father Mordecai heard about the plan,
he implored Esther to intervene with the king.  Esther was afraid because if
someone, even the queen, appeared before the king uninvited, she or he
could be killed if the king did not intercede with his favor.  In response to her
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fear, Mordecai told his daughter, “For if you fail to speak up now, relief and
deliverance will come to the Jews from a different direction; but you and your
father's family will perish.  Who knows whether you didn't come into your royal
position precisely for such a time as this."  Mordecai had faith to know that
help would come to the Jews from somewhere, but he also had faith to know
that Esther might just be God’s emissary at that particular time.  Her inclusion
in the king’s court could well be the door through which the safety of the
Jewish people would enter.  She agreed to speak to the king.  Haman’s plot
was exposed.  The Jews were saved, Mordecai was honored, and Esther was
forever in the king’s favor.

“For such a time as this.”  That phrase is often used in the moment to
talk about the timeliness of someone stepping up to do what is needed.  The
same could be said of the church which correctly chooses to do what is right
at a particular time.

A church, however, cannot be prepared only for the current moment. 
A church must also be ready for whatever lies ahead.  We best respond to
needs now when we are prepared for unknown needs that are ahead.

The church has to be agile as it lives in the world.  It has to be ready to
change if needed, to be flexible when required, and to hold steady whenever
necessary.  We may be called for such a time as this, but we have to be ready
for whatever comes next.  Few people ever thought a pandemic could
practically shut down the world; yet, it has.  It is not unusual for a church to
cancel a service or two because of bad weather.  Natural and human-caused
disasters can force us to cancel worship and other ministries for a time in
order to be safe, but I never imagined a virus could shut us down for such a
long time.  And we are not through with it yet!

And we are now finally being confronted with the sin which has beset
our nation and world for so long.  Despite what our Constitution declares,
despite what God has affirmed throughout the ages, we do not always
consider one another to be children of God, ourselves included.  That
judgment alone has led to war, oppression, discrimination, fear, abuse, and
death in so many ways and among so many people.

I believe the Church–not just Lakeside, but the fellowship of believers
worldwide–is here for such a time as this.  We have found ways to manage
staying at home and being the church during a pandemic.  We can also find
ways to witness to the redemptive love of Christ which is for all people.  We
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can find ways to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.”  We
can find ways to love God with all of our heart and soul and mind and strength
and our neighbor as ourself.  We can find ways to do unto others as we would
have them do unto us.

I think we can say that Lakeside is here–by the lake–for such a time as
this just as we have been here during natural disasters, local and national
tragedies, personal needs, to help improve our community, and to enhance
life for all people.  God has often called us into ministry at just the right
time–for such a time as this.  We have responded because we are prepared
for whatever comes next.

We remain prepared by what we do best: worship which honors God as
Creator, Redeemer, and Friend; study which opens our minds and hearts to
the deeper truths of the Gospel; engagement in an honest and sincere
relationship with scripture which affirms its truth, questions its ambiguities,
and learns from the experience of other believers; enjoyment of the
companionship of fellow believers; and doing what Jesus told us to do which
is to carry the gospel into the world.  In these ways, no part of our culture will
untouched by the Good News of Jesus Christ.  No person we encounter will
have any doubt about where our heart is.  No one will ever feel like anything
other than a beloved child of God in our presence.

In 1955, God called together a group of believers to do ministry for such
a time as it was then.  Today God continues to call us to minister in such a
time as this and to be ready for whatever comes next.  That is the future and
hope of Lakeside!  That is the Gospel!  Thanks be to God.
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June 7, 2020 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

On this day of celebration and remembrance, we long to be together in
this place we love, O God, to see beloved friends, to rejoice in prayer and
song, and to share food and laughter. We miss gathering for worship, study,
and fellowship within these familiar walls, even though we know that, for now,
being apart keeps us safe and healthy. 

Sometimes our memories fail and our energies wane, so we need
reminders of those who have gone before us and of your faithfulness to them
and to us.  We are grateful, O God, for this place of worship that has cradled
this congregation for 65 years and for the lives that have been nurtured here. 
We thank you for those whose vision and tenacity gave rise to these walls and
for those who have continued to serve within them.  We give you praise for
the faith that has been born here, the prayers that have been lifted, the music
of praise which has been offered, and the proclamation of your word that has
reached far beyond the boundaries of this plot of land or the limits of the
community.  For every good gift you have given here and in every sacred
place in which we experience your presence, we offer our thanks and praise.

Merciful God, even as we celebrate this significant anniversary of our
founding, remind us that your church is defined not by the strength or beauty
of a building but by the faith of those who call it home, and that your Spirit
dwells not behind stained glass windows, but within and around us throughout
all of life.  As we worship together and then reach out to serve our neighbors,
make us faithful to answer your call to minister to your children everywhere. 

This day we pray especially for the deep divisions that exist in our nation
because of race and ideology, and for the fears and frustrations that have
erupted into violence and destruction. Give us eyes to view those who differ
from us with compassion and ears to hear their stories. Give us hearts and
minds open to the changes necessary to achieve justice that will lead us to
real and lasting peace. We lift up those whose minds and bodies are
consumed with illness and pain.  We offer our prayers for those who lack the
necessities of life, who lack companionship through the journey of life, or who
lack hope for a meaningful and productive life.  Make of us agents of healing
and compassion and messengers of your peace.  May this family called
Lakeside in which we enjoy worship and learning and fellowship inspire us to
live lives patterned after the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name
we offer these and all our prayers.  Amen.

Elizabeth J. Edwards
Associate Minister


