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So Far As It Depends . . .
Acts 2:43-47; Romans 12:9-21

I am always drawn to this description in the early pages of Acts of the
first believers and what they did after Jesus ascended and left them waiting
for whatever was to come.  Luke describes their attitude and routines in the
simplest of terms: they shared what they had, they took care of one another,
they worshiped and ate together, and, with glad and generous hearts, they
praised God and enjoyed the goodwill of everyone around them. 

I don’t want to sound presumptuous, but it does sound a lot like
Lakeside–and many other churches that I know–as it should.  

The most important thing any believer or group of believers does is
worship because that is our ultimate calling.  That was the first response of
the Jesus followers.  In addition to offering praise and thanksgiving to God,
worship informs and inspires everything else we do.  How good it is for us to
be able to worship together in person again!  Of course, we never stopped
worshiping–as a group or individually–but being with one another in our
sanctuary in order to voice our gratitude to God together is unparalleled.  In
fact, something to keep in mind as we move ahead is a quote from John
Henry Jowett, a British pastor whose ministry bridged the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries: “Gratitude is a vaccine, an antitoxin, and an antiseptic.”1 
You know, if the world had taken that attitude last spring, we might have
banished this pandemic long ago.  To be grateful for all of the goodness God
offers us to the extent that we want everyone around us to share in it, is a life-
changing and life-saving attitude.  Apparently those first Christians captured
the spirit and, I think, so did this congregation.

Sixty-six years ago a large group of people, following the lead of a much
smaller group, created this fellowship of faith.  As Robert said earlier, they
wanted it to be different because they felt the need and the leadership of the
Spirit to live out their faith in new and fresh ways, not as a comment on other
churches, but in response to the call of God to live faithfully in a changing
culture.

1John Henry Jowett, as cited in Cal & Rose Samra, Holy Humor: Inspirational Wit & Cartoons
(Portage, Michigan: Fellowship of Merry Christians, 1996), 182.



There was much to learn and try and work through, but those two
hundred and fifty-two and counting believers did it . . . and they did it eagerly
and joyfully.  There was excitement and enthusiasm over beginning a new
church together.  The future was unknown, but they followed a vision just as
the first believers did nearly two thousand years ago.

Although we are not in the process of beginning a new movement for
God or a new congregation, today we share some of those feelings.  We are
excited over being together again.  Granted there is some uncertainty and
anxiety about what lies ahead, but we have enthusiasm about whatever is to
come.  We have a desire to worship together, to praise God and minister
together, to serve together, and, yes, like those early believers, to eat meals
together again.

In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul laid out for them what he
thought was essential for the Christian life.  Keep in mind that the Epistle to
the Romans was probably Paul’s last writing, at least that we have.  By this
time he had worked out a lot of things over the years of dealing with people
and churches and God.  From all of his experience, he boiled down what it
means to be a follower of Christ to what he believed were the essentials.

As we began recording last Sunday’s worship on the Friday before,
Nancy Porter was the only other person in the sanctuary other than those of
us involved.  I told Nancy that the entire sermon would be directed at her. 
Fortunately, another person arrived to share the burden.  Later, Nancy
stopped by the office and reminded me of a good story.

A recent seminary graduate arrived at a small country
Church to preach his first official sermon.  Unfortunately, it had
snowed about three feet deep just hours before worship was
scheduled to begin.  An elderly farmer was the only person to
show up for the service.  The young minister looked at the farmer
and asked, “What do you think we should do?”

The farmer scratched his beard thoughtfully.  “Well, I don't
know much about preaching, but I do know about farming.  If I
went down to the pasture with a load of hay to feed my cows and
only one cow showed up, I'd feed that cow.”

The young pastor said, “That's great!  You sit right there and
I'll preach you a sermon.”

2



After about ninety minutes of preaching hellfire and
brimstone, the preacher concluded his sermon.  Feeling pretty
proud of his accomplishment, he turned to the farmer and asked,
“Well, how was it?”

The farmer scratched his beard thoughtfully again.  “Like I
said, I don't know much about preaching, but I do know about
farming.  Like I told you, if I went down to the field with a load of
hay and only one cow showed up, I'd feed that one cow.  But,
there's just one thing.”

“What's that?” the young preacher asked.

The farmer replied, “I wouldn't feed her the whole load!”

Wise words to live by . . . for preachers and other people.  Yet, Paul did
not get that message.  In his letter to the Christians at Rome, he served up
the whole load of what he believed to be essential for a follower of Christ. 
Listen again to the list:

� Let love be genuine.
� Hate what is evil.
� Hold fast to what is good.
� Love one another with mutual affection.
� Outdo one another in showing honor.
� Do not lag in zeal.
� Be ardent in spirit.
� Serve the Lord.
� Rejoice in hope.
� Be patient in suffering.
� Persevere in prayer.
� Contribute to the needs of the saints.
� Extend hospitality to strangers.
� Bless those who persecute you.
� Bless and do not curse them.
� Rejoice with those who rejoice.
� Weep with those who weep.
� Live in harmony with one another.
� Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
� Do not claim to be wiser than you are.
� Do not repay anyone evil for evil.
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� If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
� Never avenge yourselves.
� Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

No matter how many people showed up to listen, Paul expected them
to fill up on the Gospel.  And that includes us today.

Most of what he said is to the point, but he threw in an extra phrase
when talking about how to deal with one another.  It is a key phrase that I
think really applies to everything Paul said: “So far as it depends on you.”

The Christian faith was and is never intended to be something we do
alone.  As has often been said, there are no “Lone Ranger” Christians.  We
are collectively the Body of Christ on earth.  However, each of us has to make
a commitment to God in Christ to live by faith day by day.  We have to ask
what will be our response to God in Christ and what is our responsibility as a
Jesus follower?  The answer is at least all of those things Paul mentioned in
his letter to the Roman followers.

Why do you suppose he threw in that phrase?  I think it is because,
perhaps more than anyone else, Paul knew that life together, even for
Christians, is not always rosy.  We know that while the earliest believers
started off as the ideal community of faith, it did not take but a few weeks
perhaps for tensions to rise and for some people to feel like they were being
slighted.  Fortunately, rather than fight about it, the Apostles took the
grievance as an opportunity for ministry and they worked it out.

Paul may have been aware of what happened back then.  At any rate,
he certainly knew of challenges that frequently arose in the various churches
he helped establish.  As he was nearing the end of life and the sundown of his
ministry, Paul felt it necessary to remind each believer of his or her personal
responsibility for the whole community of faith.  There are a lot of things we
cannot control, but the one thing we do control is our personal response to
anything that happens.  “So far as it depends on you.”  Our involvement in the
community of faith depends solely on each of us.

Each of us has a place in the family and, without us, the family is
missing something important.  This family of faith is open to everyone who is
a follower of Jesus.  Therefore, each of us has an opportunity and an
obligation to fulfill our calling in the family.  Over six decades ago, those first
Lakeside members realized how much depended on each person being a part
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of the family of faith.  I have always been astounded by the fact that so many
people wanted to be involved that each committee had to have two co-chairs
in order to accommodate everyone.  Something new and exciting was
happening and everyone wanted to and needed to be involved.

Sixty-six years later, the same thing is true.  Something new and
exciting is happening.  We don’t know exactly what, but we do know that as
we come back together the world has changed.  We have changed.  Needs
and resources have changed.  Our understanding of community has changed. 
Perhaps even our understanding of God has changed.  I certainly hope it has. 
I hope that we have seen God at work in the world in ways we had not before. 
I hope that we have seen God present in places we never considered before. 
I hope that we have experienced God in and through some people we would
never have dreamed of before.  I hope that we have realized God in our own
lives in ways we have never imagined before.

It is so good to be back together.  It is good to have so much for which
to be grateful and so much to share with each other, our community, and the
world.  It is good that God is in our midst and calling us to a new story in our
life as Lakeside.  So far as it depends on you and me, we will see where
God’s Spirit leads Lakeside in the days and weeks, months and years to
come.  Because without you, we can never do the things that we can do with
you.  For that, I am grateful.  Amen.
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June 6, 2020 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

There is so much for which we are grateful, O God, and while we never
stopped praying over the past year, we feel as if so many of those prayers of
thanksgiving and request have remained bottled up inside us.  We thank you
for bringing us to this day.  We thank you for guiding us through this
pandemic.  We thank you for the people who offered everything they are and
have to take care of the rest of us.  We thank you for medical care offered and
for vaccines delivered.  We thank you for friends who supported us, for family
who put up with us, and for strangers who were kind to us.  We thank you for
love which sustained us.

We thank you for our family of faith which kept us all steady and
nourished and focused on the things that are most important.  We are grateful
for the ministry to which you have called us and pray that we will remain
faithful in the days ahead.

There are so many people who are not here today because of Covid or
some other life event that took them away from us.  We miss them and pray
for their families and friends that your comfort will sit with them.

It has been a difficult, frightening, frustrating year, O God.  Thank you
for seeing us to this point.  Please continue to see us to better and safer and
brighter days, not only here, but all over the world.

We are also grateful that we have taken the time to reflect on what
matters most to us and how we discover you in the world.  We thank you for
the surprises that brightened our days, for the questions that dogged us for
weeks, for the little revelations that proved to us that you are with us no matter
what.  We are grateful that despite not being together, our faith has not grown
weaker but has been exercised into a stronger, more flexible faith that
understands better this complicated world in which we live.

Many are the sorrows, the joys, the questions, and the affirmations that
are ours.  Thank you for being in the center of it all and for reassuring us over
and over that we are not alone.

And for the future, whatever it might be, we offer thanks.  All of these
things, all of who we are, we bring to you, O God, as an offering of gratitude
and a pledge of faith.  Amen.


