
May 23, 2021 The Worship of God Pentecost Sunday

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Melodia Serena G.F. Handel

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CHORAL INTROIT:  “Come, O Holy Spirit, Come” Nigerian Melody
Come, O Holy Spirit, come; Holy Spirit, come. Come, almighty Spirit, come; almighty
Spirit, come. Come, come, come. O Spirit, come.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Inflaming Fire, Source of our courage,
Inflowing Mercy, Source of our healing,
Inflooding Joy, Source of our outgoing love,
Holy Spirit, we worship you.
Holy Friend, we approach you with the humility of the richly blessed.
Enlighten our minds to perceive you,
enlarge our capacity to receive you,
and bring us together on this day of Pentecost
by that Holiness which makes everything young again.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Robert Jackson
Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until
with thee I will one will to do and to endure. Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly
thine, until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy Spirit, Guide, and Friend, we realize that we are not so different from that

community gathered so long ago.  Like them, we are different from one another in many
ways: perceptions, experiences, culture, race, gender, sexuality, and nationality stand before
us as potential dividing walls, and we often succumb to the myth that these differences must
divide us.

Forgive us, O God, the fear that seeps into us and the lack of faith in your power to
transform us all.  Grant us the grace to embrace the fullness of who we are together, and give
us the vision and enthusiasm to claim the strength of our wonderful diversity through Jesus
the Christ. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1-14

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love” Ned Rorem
Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who, from yon bright throne above, ever watchful o'er our
race, still to us extends his grace. Heaven and earth by him were made; all is by his scepter
swayed; what are we that he should show so much love to us below? God, the merciful and
good, bought us with the Savior's blood, and, to make salvation sure, guides us by his Spirit
pure. Sing, my soul, adore his Name! Let his glory be thy theme: praise him till he calls thee
home; trust his love for all to come.

PROCLAMATION

THE HISTORY LESSON: Acts 2:1-21

SERMON: “God of All the Powers” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the Baptist Center for Ethics which challenges people of faith

to advance the common good.  The logo of the organization is on the altar.

HYMN: “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” EBENEZER

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, come with Pentecostal power;
give the church a stronger vision, help us face each crucial hour.

Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone,
still the church is called to mission that God's love shall be made known.

    
We would raise our alleluias for the grace of yester years;

for tomorrow's unknown pathway, hear, O God, our humble prayers.
In the church's pilgrim journey you have led us all the way,

still in presence move before us, fire by night and cloud by day.
    

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, give us words of fire and flame.
Help our struggling voices praise you. glorify your holy name.

Good Creator, Savior, Spirit, Three in One: what mystery!
We would sing our loud hosannas now and through eternity.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We step into this week empowered by the Spirit of the Risen Christ.
May our feet, which have stepped on holy ground,

guide us to places in need of hope.
May our hands, which have been folded in prayer,

become the answer to the prayers we have made.
And may God's presence be recognized

 wherever we go and whatever we do.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  March in D G.F. Handel
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