
May 9, 2021 The Worship of God The Sixth Sunday of Easter

PREPARATION AND PRAISE
PRELUDE:  Holy, Holy, Holy! John Dykes

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Because of the living Christ, we can confidently say:
We are never alone, for God is with us forever.
Bidden or unbidden, God is always present.
As the sea is to the fish, as the air is to the bird,
so is God to all who live by faith, hope and love.
Blessed is our God, who has never rejected our prayer,
nor ever removed from us the love that endures forever.  Thanks be to God!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “I Will Joyfully Sing” Mary McDonald
I will joyfully sing in the morning; I will joyfully sing all the day; I'll sing praises to thee in the
morning, for the Lord is the strength of my day.  I will lift up my eyes in the morning, for the Lord
will not turn me away; I'll sing praises to thee in the morning, for the Lord is the strength of my
day.  I will sing! I will sing! I will sing of praises, his goodness to me. I will sing!

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We enjoy the goodness of life without giving thanks. 

We overlook so much of the beauty that surrounds us.  We give little thought to the love offered
so freely by others.  We accept, but do not sincerely acknowledge, all of the help you offer day by
day.  

O God, come with forgiveness to our cluttered and confused lives and grant us your pardon
and your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 98

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “I Thank My God” J. Aaron McDermid
I thank my God when I remember you. In all my prayers I pray with joy for your partnership in
sharing the Good News. For I am sure that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ. This is my prayer: that your love may overflow, that you will
grow in knowledge and depth of understanding. This is my prayer.  For I am sure that he who
began a good work in you will carry it on, that you may see what is best and be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ. Amen. Philippians 1:3-6, 9-10



PROCLAMATION

THE HISTORY LESSON: Acts 10:34-48

SERMON: “Thank Peter” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the ministry of My Sister’s House, which offers support and services

for victims of domestic violence.  The My Sister’s House logo is on the altar.

HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive our fear and doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

     All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.

         Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,ocean depth of happy rest!

Thou the Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

          Mortals, join the happy chorus; stars of morning, take your part;
love divine is reigning o'er us, binding those of tender heart.
Ever singing, move we onward, victors in the midst of strife,

joyful music lifts us sunward in the triumph song of life.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in the love of God out of which we are created, by which we live, and through which

we are granted the gift of life eternal; thus, our only and proper response is complete devotion,
demonstrated through the gifts of personality God has given each of us:

We love God with our hearts, bound to the Father in unfailing loyalty and commitment,
and opening ourselves to the full range of his emotions;

We love God with our minds, eager to know the fullness of God's reality, unafraid to confront
difficult and troubling questions, and believing that the Truth shall set us free;

We love God with our strength, offering the talents, resources, and abilities bequeathed to us in
the service of love, thereby becoming the "hands of God."

We love God with our souls, rejoicing in the uniqueness he has created in us,
honest about who we are, anticipating who we are yet to become.

We love God by loving one another, celebrating our kinship as children of the Father,
and caring for one another's needs.

By our faith, by our attitudes, and through our actions we fulfill the great imperative of our Lord:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength, and your neighbor
as yourself.”

POSTLUDE:  Alleluia, Amen! Chester Nordman
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