
May 2, 2021 The Worship of God The Fifth Sunday of Easter

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Duetto Felix Mendelssohn

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Here in this great gathering for worship we discover this praise-life,
And we will do what we promise right here together.
Down-and-outers sit at God’s table and eat their fill.
Everyone on the hunt for God is here, praising him.
From the four corners of the earth people are running back to God.
Long-lost families are falling on their faces before him.
God has taken charge; from now on he has the last word.
All the power-mongers are before him—worshiping!
All the poor and powerless, too—worshiping!
Along with those who never got it together—worshiping!
Our children and their children will get in on this
As the word is passed along from parent to child.
Babies not yet conceived will hear the good news—that God does what he says.

from The Message, Psalm 22:25-31, adapted

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “Beautiful Savior” Michael Burkhardt
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I'd love thee, truly
I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. Fair are the meadows, fair are the
woodlands, robed in the flow'rs of blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes
our sorrowing spirit sing. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars
on high; Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. Beautiful
Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

MEDITATION

THE HISTORY LESSON: Acts 8:26-40

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” Elizabeth Poston
The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green: the trees of nature
fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree.  His beauty doth all things excel: by faith
I know, but ne'er can tell the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ the apple tree.  For
happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought: I missed of all; but now I
see 'tis found in Christ the apple tree.  I'm weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest
a while: under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree.  This fruit does make my
soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus
Christ the apple tree. 



PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 15:1-8

SERMON: “Plant Where You Grow” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER

THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We have forgotten the goodness in which you
created us, the promises that you have made to us, and the hope that you have secured for
our sake.  We so often fail to enjoy the life of faith, preferring instead to be listless and
gloomy in spirit.  Lift up our hearts and cause us to rejoice.  Enable us to see the goodness
of life all around us.  Restore in us a right and happy spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
As we celebrate communion together, you are invited to have something to eat and drink, whatever represents for

you the body and blood of Christ.  You will be invited to eat in memory of Christ’s body broken for you and to drink in
memory of Christ’s blood shed for you.

HYMN: “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” FINEST WHEAT

You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat;
Come give to us, O Saving Lord, the Bread of Life to eat.

       With joyful lips, we sing to you our praise and gratitude
That you should count us worthy, Lord, to share this heavenly food.

           Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ outpoured?
Does not one cup, one loaf declare our oneness in the Lord?

          The mystery of your presence Lord, nNo mortal tongue can tell:
Whom all the world cannot contain comes in our hearts to dwell.

      You give yourself to us, O Lord; then selfless let us be,
To serve each other in your name in truth and charity.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into Hell; the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  Maestoso from The Third Organ Sonata Felix Mendelssohn
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