
April 25, 2021 The Worship of God The Fourth Sunday of Easter

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Angelus Bruce Steane

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, God created humanity from the dust of the earth

and blew into us the breath of life.
In the days of prophets and priests, the Spirit of God stirred,

and humanity was once again called to love the God of all creation.
When Christ came, God became flesh so that we might see the world through God's eyes,

touch the world with God's hands, and love the world with God's heart.
May we experience God's Spirit with us today,

so that we might be renewed in the love and service of God.
May we be empowered to care for the world which God created

and redeemed through Jesus Christ.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE:  “The 23rd Psalm” Bobby McFerrin
The Lord is my Shepherd, I have all I need. She makes me lie down in green meadows,
beside the still waters, she will lead. She restores my soul, she rights my wrongs, she leads
me in a path of good things, and fills my heart with songs. Even though I walk through a
dark and dreary land, there is nothing that can shake me. She has said she won’t forsake me;
I’m in her hand. She sets a table before me in the presence of my foes. She anoints my head
with oil, and my cup overflows. Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me all the
days of my life, and I will live in her house forever, forever and ever. Glory be to our
Mother, and Daughter, and to the Holy of Holies, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be, World without end.  Amen.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We profess to love you, but continue to dislike

our brothers and sisters, created in your image, but different from us. We give lip service to
unity, but remain divided, often contradicting your will and impeding our common witness. 
We promise to love our neighbors, but so often live beside each other as strangers.  Create
within us a new and contrite heart, be merciful to us, and transform us, we pray, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 10:11-18

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION



ANTHEM:  “Total Praise” Richard Smallwood/arr. Doreen Rao
Lord, I will lift my eyes to the hills knowing my help is coming from you. Your peace you
give me in time of the storm. You are the source of my strength, you are the strength of my
life. I lift my hands in total praise to you.

PROCLAMATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I John 3:16-24

SERMON: “God Is Greater Than Our Hearts” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for Baptist Children's Homes of North Carolina, a nonprofit organization

that reaches out to children and families in crisis.  Their logo is on the altar.

HYMN: “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” MIT FREUDEN ZART

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. 

With healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless murmur stilled: 
to God all praise and glory.

       
What God’s almighty power has made God’s gracious mercy keepeth;
by morning glow or evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth.

Within the kingdom of God’s might, lo! all is just and all is right:
to God all praise and glory.

           
The Lord is never far away, but, through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing,

as with a mother's tender hand God gently leads the chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory.

              
Thus all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises, 

that all may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart; both soul and body, take your part: 

to God all praise and glory.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe that God calls his people to act in faith,

to move in new directions,
and to believe with fresh understanding.

We believe that God calls us to transform our world,
equips us with the gifts and abilities to do so,
and provides for us a vision of his community.

We believe that we are on a journey of discovery,
seeking God's vision,
and celebrating God's gift of life.  Amen.

POSTLUDE:  Postlude in E= Frank Abernethy
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