
April 18, 2021 The Worship of God The Third Sunday of Easter

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Zadok the Priest G. F. Handel

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
It is in the watching and the waiting that we hear the promises made so long ago.
It is in the questions and the hoping that we give thanks every time we hear the glad news.
It is in the coming and the going that we welcome the One who is our Delight, our Joy.
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THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE: “Holy and Mighty” Pepper Choplin
Holy, holy, holy and mighty is our God.  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty, early in the
morning our song shall rise to thee. Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, God in three
persons, blessed Trinity. Holy, holy, holy, all the saints adore thee, casting down their
golden crowns around the glassy sea. Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, who
was and is and evermore shall be. Reginald Heber and Pepper Choplin

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned. Like your first child, Adam, we play

hide-and-seek with you.  We believe, foolishly, that if we do not tell you about our lives in
prayer, you will know nothing about what we are doing or not doing.  We are afraid to
expose ourselves to your scrutiny, to let you see us as we really are.  Relieve our fears of
you and help us to stop our silly games.  Show us your mercy and treat us with your grace
through Jesus Christ our Lord. silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 4

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” Mark Edwards
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav'n, to earth come down, fix in us Thy humble
dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded
love thou art; visit us with thy salvation; enter ev'ry trembling heart.  Breathe, O breathe thy
loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast! Let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised
rest. Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set
our hearts at liberty.  Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return
and never, nevermore thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as
thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.  Finish then
thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be. Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored
in thee. Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, till we cast our
crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. Charles Wesley



PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 24:35-48

SERMON: “Joy of Faith” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for Carolina Donor Services which maximizes the passing of the heroic gift of life

from one person to another through organ and tissue donation.  The "Donate Life" logo is on the altar.

HYMN:  “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” Tanzanian Melody, MFURAHINI, HALELUYA

Christ has arisen, alleluia, rejoice and praise Him, alleluia.
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom.

      
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy; death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.

Our sin forgiving, alleluia!  Jesus is living, alleluia!
         

For three long days the grave did its worst until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo; and it its conquest his might did show.

       
The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here.

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; only the grave cloths are lying there.”
            

“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave. He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done. Even the battle with sin is won.”

          
Christ has arisen to set us free. Alleluia, to him praises be.

Jesus is living! Let us all sing; he reigns triumphant, heavenly King.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe that we are created by God . . .

with complexions that shine in a rainbow of hues,
with languages that sing symphonies of praise,
with talents that enable us to celebrate life in word, song, movement, and art,
with abilities that empower us to appreciate the simplest wonders of creation
and to overcome the greatest challenges of life.

We affirm that we come to faith in a variety of ways . . .
through the indwelling of the Spirit of God,
through the influence of family and friends,
through the ministry of the church, Christ's body on earth,
through the witness of scripture and saints through the ages,
and in the growing awareness that God is all around us.

We celebrate that God . . . 
comes to us,
lives in us,
inspires us,
and compels us in myriad ways . . . a mosaic of grace fashioned by God.

POSTLUDE:  Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley
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