
April 11, 2021 The Worship of God The Second Sunday of Easter

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  All Glory Be to God on High Joseph Prentiss

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
For us the stone has been rolled away.  Hallelujah!
The old has passed away, all things have become new.  Hallelujah!
Let us with supreme happiness celebrate this feast of salvation!
Christ is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN: “The Strife Is O’er” VICTORY

The strife is o'er, the battle done;
the victory of life is won;

the song of triumph has begun.
Alleluia!

   
The powers of death have done their worst,

but Christ their legions has dispersed;
let shouts of holy joy outburst:

Alleluia!
      

The three sad days are quickly sped;
Christ rises glorious from the dead;

all glory to our risen Head!
Alleluia!

         
Lord, by your wounds on Calvary,

from death's dread sting thy servants free,
that we may live eternally.

Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O Lord, for we have sinned.  We have relied upon the habit of worship to

take the place of involvement in worship.  We have expected our religious upbringing to
suffice for ongoing maturity of faith.  We have depended upon the ministry of the Church
as a substitute for our own involvement in ministry.  Have mercy upon us, O God, and grant
us your grace.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:19-31

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Sanctus” Sandra Howard

Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et tera Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in excelsis Hosanna in the highest.

PROCLAMATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I John 1:1-2:2

SERMON: “Touching Jesus” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the Down East Partnership for Children which has as its mission:
“Improving the Education and Health of Children in Nash & Edgecombe Counties.”

Reading books are on the altar.

ANTHEM:  “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me” arr. K. Lee Scott

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be; help me now thy grace to see, I would
be like thee; and with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; and with actions
bold and meek, for Christ, my Savior, speak. Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful
be; help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; and, with wisdom kind and clear, thy
life in mine appear; and with actions brotherly, speak Christ’s sincerity. Holy Spirit, dwell
with me, I would holy be; show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee; separate from
sin, I would and cherish all things good, and whatever I can be give him who gave me thee.
Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; help me now thy pow’r to see, I would be
like thee; ‘gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; Let thy word
my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory. Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee!

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Eternal God, we believe that you are the light of the minds that know you,

the joy of the hearts that love you,
and the strength of the wills that serve you.

As we live in these days of resurrection hope,
grant us so to know you that we may truly love you,
and so to love you that we may fully serve you,
whom to serve is perfect freedom and life everlasting.  Amen.

Augustine of Hippo (adapted)

POSTLUDE:  Chorale Prelude on Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott Andreas Armsdorf
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