
The Basin and the Towel
        

In an upstairs room, a parable
is just about to come alive;

and while they bicker about who's best
with a painful glance He'll silently rise.

Their Savior-servant must show them how,
through the will of the water

and the tenderness of the towel.

And the call is to community,
the impoverished power that sets the soul free

in humility, to take the vow
that day after day

we must take up the basin and the towel.

In any ordinary place,
on any ordinary day,

the parable can live again
when one will kneel and one will yield.

Our Saviour-servant must show us how,
through the will of the water

and the tenderness of the towel.

And the space between ourselves, sometimes,
is more than the distance between the stars.
By the fragile bridge of the servant's bow,

we take up the basin and the towel.

And the call is to community,
the impoverished power that sets the soul free

in humility, to take the vow
that day after day

we must take up the basin:
and the call is to community;

and day after day
we must take up the basin and the towel.

Michael Card, "The Basin and the Towel," Celtic Daily Prayer,
The Northumbria Community Trust Ltd., (New York: HarperOne, 2002), 248.
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In preparation for this service of worship, meditate upon the poem printed above.

MEDITATION

   PIANO PRELUDE:  Intermezzo in A, Op. 18 No. 2 Johannes Brahms

   THE CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather to worship the Lord and receive blessing from God.
We gather on this night to remember Jesus' sacrifice and his love for us.
We gather around this table because it is a banquet of love and a feast of salvation.
We eat this bread and drink this cup with God's help, his forgiveness, and his mercy.
Let us worship the Lord in spirit and in truth!

   THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

PROCLAMATION

   THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Exodus 12:1-14

   SOLO:  “A Lenten Love Song” Helen Kemp

Now Jesus went into the garden, the garden of Gethsemane. He went there sad and
very weary to be alone, to pray. “Dear God, I am so sorrowful, is there no other way?
Dear God, if it is possible, let this cup pass away.” Now Jesus went into the garden,
the garden of Gethsemane. The olive tree bent over him, and heard him sadly pray.
“Dear God, your Son is sorrowful, but knows your way is best. Let love take hold of
me! Help me to be bold and free to do your will and rest. Ubi caritas et amor, Deus
ibi est. (Where love and charity are found, God is there.  I John 4:16)

Chase Joyner, soloist

  THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

   HOMILY: “Bathed in Grace” Dr. Wright

THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

The Unison Prayer of Confession

God of life, we confess that we have journeyed to this day on winding paths and
uncertain roads.  We confess that we have broken our Lenten disciplines by
error and intent.  We confess that we have not listened carefully to your
teachings or reflected honestly on your passion.  Forgive our unwillingness to
recognize your grace in surprising places.  Pardon our unkindness toward others
and our lack of love for ourselves.

Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon

   PIANO MEDITATION:  Lead Me to Calvary W. Kirkpatrick



   INVITATION TO THE TABLE

   SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

You are invited to have bread or crackers and something to drink as we celebrate communion together. 
The minister will invite you to take bread and eat it as Christ’s body broken for you.  The minister will invite
you to drink as Christ’s blood shed for you.”

   ANTHEM:  “Stay With Us” Egil Hovland

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, stay with us, it soon is evening, and night is falling.  Jesus
Christ, the world’s true light!  Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it!  Stay with
us, Lord Jesus, it soon is evening.  Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for night is falling.  Let
your light pierce the darkness and fill your church with its glory.

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD

   THE PASSION READING: Matthew 26:36-56

   THE EXTINGUISHING OF THE LIGHT

   PIANO MEDITATION:  I Need Thee Every Hour arr. Shelly Hamilton

  Please conclude this time of worship on your own
as you reflect on our Lord’s life given for the benefit of us all.

Like him, may we love one another as God has loved us.
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