
April 4, 2021 The Worship of God Resurrection Sunday

Praying With Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

INTROIT: “Easter Introit” adapted from Christ ist estanden 16th Century German Chorale/arr. Phil Valera

Alleluia! Christ the Lord is ris’n again, Christ hath broken ev’ry chain! Hark angelic voices
cry, singing evermore on high: Alleluia.  He who bore all pain and loss, once rejected on the
cross, lives in glory now on high, pleads for us and hears our cry; alleluia.  He who went
down to the grave is exalted now to save; now through Christendom it rings that the Lamb
is King of kings: alleluia.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ has put the door of eternity ajar.
The Light of Life streams into every dismal corner.
Fear and shame flee like shadows before the dawn.
Arise!  Shine!  Our Light has come! Lift up your eyes and look around!
The Lord is our everlasting light! Christ is risen!  Alleluia!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” S. Drummond Wolff, based on EASTER HYMN

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day. Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heavnly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Lo! Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured, Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia!Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!
Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus Christ, unlike those first disciples, we cannot touch you or see you, and so

it is all too easy to doubt the wonder of resurrection.  Forgive us when, like the disciples,
we find the truth of Easter hard to believe.  Come to us, risen Christ, through the closed
doors of our hearts and minds and take away our fears and doubts; come to us, breathe on
us, and fill us with the joy and peace of your presence.  Bless us all as people who have not
seen you, but who believe that you are truly the risen Christ, Son of God.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE HISTORY LESSON: Acts 10:34-43

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Easter Anthem” William Billings
Hallelujah. The Lord is ris'n indeed, Hallelujah. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the first fruits of them that slept. Hallelujah. And did He rise? Hear, O ye nations,
hear it, O ye dead. He rose, He burst the bars of death, He burst the bars of death and
triumph'd o'er the grave.  Then I rose, then first humanity triumphant passed the crystal ports
of light, and seiz'd eternal youth.  Man, all immortal hail, hail, Heaven, all lavish of strange
gifts to man, Thine's all the glory, man's the boundless bliss.

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:1-18

SERMON: “Seeing With New Eyes” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
Today we give thanks for the Church Universal which is the Body of Christ on earth.

A candle holder depicting people holding hands in prayer around the flame of the Spirit is on the altar.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!
We gather before an empty tomb, we stand triumphant before the world:

to claim the power of life over death,
to lift up the certainty that death is not the end,
to sing with joy that death is not the answer.

We celebrate that we are God's children, the work of Creating hands:
fashioned in love to resemble Christ,
born in each moment to be as children in the world.

We answer the call to become co-creators with God,
to do justice, to love mercy, and to make peace.

Let us go into the world, called from the tomb into life everlasting!
based upon prayers by Schulyer Rhodes

CHORAL BLESSING: “Hallelujah” from Messiah G.F. Handel
Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  The kingdom of this world is become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.  King of
kings and Lord of lords.  Hallelujah!
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