
Lord, purge our eyes to see
Within the seed a tree,

Within the glowing egg a bird,
Within the shroud a butterfly.
Till, taught by such we see,
Beyond all creatures, Thee.

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
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Praying With Our Eyes

In preparation for this service of worship, meditate upon the poem printed above.

MEDITATION

PRELUDE:  Come, Sweet Death J.S. Bach

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather to worship the Lord and receive blessing from God.
We gather on this night to remember Jesus' sacrifice and his love for us.
We gather around this table because it is a banquet of love and a feast of salvation.
We eat this bread and drink this cup with God's help, his forgiveness, and his mercy.
Let us worship the Lord in spirit and in truth!

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

PROCLAMATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 12:1-14

ANTHEM:  “I Give You a New Commandment” Peter Aston
I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you, so you are to love
one another. If there is this love among you, then all will know that you are my disciples.

John 15:12-15

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

SERMON: “Seeing God in Sorrow” Dr. Wright



THE CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

The Unison Prayer of Confession
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned. We admit that we entered this season of

Lent expecting a somber and joyless journey. We do not like to look too closely in the
mirror. We already know our shortcomings. We prefer an upbeat experience that will
boost our spirits.

Open our eyes to the person you have imagined us to be. Open our ears to the
joyful song of grace you sing. Open our hearts to the vision of a life that is full and
complete in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon

CHORAL MEDITATION:  “Live in Charity ” UBI CARITAS

Ubi cáritas et ámor, ubi cáritas Déus ibi est. 
Live in charity and steadfast love, live in charity; God will dwell with you.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

As we celebrate communion together,
you are invited to have something to eat and drink,

whatever represents for you the body and blood of Christ.
The minister will invite you to eat as Christ’s body broken for you.
The minister will invite you to drink as Christ’s blood shed for you.

ANTHEM: “I Believe” Mark A. Miller
I believe in the sun, even when it's not shining.  I believe in love even when I don't feel it.
I believe in God even when God is silent. Anonymous Jewish Poem

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD

THE PASSION READING: Matthew 26:36-56

THE EXTINGUISHING OF THE LIGHT

PIANO MEDITATION:  “Take Up Thy Cross, the Savior Said” BOURBON/arr. Howard Helvey
Amy Shortt, pianist

Please conclude this time of worship on your own
as you reflect on our Lord’s life given for the benefit of us all.

Like him, may we love one another as God has loved us.
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