
March 28, 2021 The Worship of God Palm Sunday

Praying With Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  The Palms Jean-Baptiste Faure

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
We gather to worship God and to give thanks for God’s love.
We gather to praise God for his promises

and how they have been fulfilled in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We gather to remember the day Jesus entered Jerusalem, was acclaimed as Messiah,

and enthroned on the praises of his people.
We gather to recall how Jesus was abandoned and given up to his death on the cross.

We celebrate–and we mourn.  We believe and we hope.
Let us hear the word of God and worship God and God alone.

Richard J. Fairchild, adapted

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ST. THEODULPH

All glory, laud and honor to you, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

You are a child of Israel, Great David’s greater Son;
You ride in lowly triumph, Messiah, blessed One!

      
The company of angels are praising you on high,
And, we with all creation in chorus make reply.

The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.

       
To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise;

To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.
As you received their praises, now hear us as we pray.
Since you delight in goodness, rule in our hearts today.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O Lord, for we have sinned.  In spirit, we join the people who long ago

hailed your Son; yet, we admit that we have not always looked for you along the paths we
walk each day.  On Friday, we will remember how other people shouted, “Crucify him!” and
know in our hearts that we are not always faithful and steadfast.  Remind us of the courage
of Christ who willingly entered Jerusalem and the fate that awaited him there and grant us
such fortitude of the spirit as well.  Have mercy upon us, O God, and grant us your grace.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Ride on, King Jesus!” American Spiritual/arr. Joe Cox
Ride on, King Jesus! No one can a hinder me. I was but young when I began, no one can a
hinder me, but now my race is almost done,  no one can a hinder me.  Ride on, King Jesus,
no one can a hinder me.  King Jesus rides a milk white horse, no one can a hinder me. The
river of Jordan he did cross, no one can a hinder me. Ride on, Jesus,  no one can a hinder
me.

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 11:1-11

SERMON: “Seeing God in Hope and Joy” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the Conetoe Family Life Center and community garden

which ministers to the mental, physical and spiritual health of the Conetoe community.
The logo is on the altar.

ANTHEM:  “Sanctus” from Requiem Gabriel Fauré

Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth.
Gloria tua.  Hosanna in excelsis. Glory be unto Thee, O Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

Chris Ellis, violin

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We come to God's sanctuary to pray, lifting our eyes to the cross,
finding the light that shines through the stained glass and onto the well-worn pews.
These things we recognize . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be lifted up, looking for his presence in the sunrise,
finding peace in a mountain stream, sensing hope in new buds on bare branches.
This world we observe . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to fellowship, peering into the eyes of friends and strangers,
looking for love and offering compassion, giving more than a glance when meeting a need.
These people we notice . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be blessed, looking closely at everything around us, paying more
attention to all that is within us, so that we can become a worthy reflection and blessing to others.
We see ourselves . . . praying with our eyes.

POSTLUDE:  Agnus Dei Gabriel Faure
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