
March 21, 2021 The Worship of God The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Praying With Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Chorale Prelude on Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend Johann Gottfried Walther

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God
a thing to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death,
even death on a cross.

Therefore God highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name above every name,
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN: “O Worship the King” LYONS

O worship the King all glorious above, and gratefully sing God's wonderful love,
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

How great is your might! How steadfast your grace! Your robe is the light; your canopy, space;
Your chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, in majesty riding the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, your power has founded of old,
Established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.
Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;

Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

MEDITATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 10:13-16

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We confess, O God, that while we believe we are created in your image, the image we

have of ourselves is often distorted, erroneous, or self-serving.  Our understanding of
ourselves is often defined by our perception of how others see us rather than by how you see
us.  Our attitudes and practices often fall short of your expectations of us and our insecurity
does great harm to our relationships.  We often look at ourselves as in a mirror dimly rather
than through your eyes.  Have mercy on us, O God, and accept our repentance.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  “Open Thou Mine Eyes” John Rutter
Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: incline my heart and I shall desire: order my steps and
I shall walk in the ways of thy commandments. O Lord God, be thou to me a God and beside
thee let there be none else, no other, naught else with thee. Vouchsafe to me to worship thee
and serve thee according to thy commandments, in truth of spirit, in rev’rence of body, in
blessing of lips, in private and public. Open thou mine eyes and I shall see: incline my heart
and I shall desire: order my steps and I shall walk in the ways of thy commandments.

Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626)

PROCLAMATION

THE EPISTLE LESSON: I John 3:1-2

SERMON: “Seeing God in Myself” Dr. Wright

CHILDREN’S ANTHEM:  “This Little Light of Mine” arr. Mark Patterson
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Ev’rywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  I’m gonna let it
shine, shine ’til Jesus comes. I'm gonna let it shine; let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  Take
this little light and  let it shine, shine, shine.

Our children created a virtual choir by recording their individual voices
and then blending them together so that their light could shine brighter.

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the City Lake Neighborhood and for the people who live here as our neighbors.

The neighborhood logo is on the altar.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We come to God's sanctuary to pray, lifting our eyes to the cross,
finding the light that shines through the stained glass and onto the well-worn pews.
These things we recognize . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be lifted up, looking for his presence in the sunrise,
finding peace in a mountain stream, sensing hope in new buds on bare branches.
This world we observe . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to fellowship, peering into the eyes of friends and strangers,
looking for love and offering compassion, giving more than a glance when meeting a need.
These people we notice . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be blessed, looking closely at everything around us, paying more
attention to all that is within us, so that we can become a worthy reflection and blessing to others.
We see ourselves . . . praying with our eyes.

POSTLUDE:  Chorale Prelude on Erschienen ist der herrlich Tag Dietrich Buxtehude
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