
The Worship of God
March 19, 2023 THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT Eleven O'Clock

Walking in Wonder

     The worship of God begins with the music of the organ.  We encourage you to use this time for meditation
and reflection.  Please refrain from conversation which would disturb others and turn off or silence all electronic
devices.  Following the service, greet our visitors and share your friendship with those around you.

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

    ORGAN PRELUDE:  Consider and Hear Me Carl Pflueger

    WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

    CHORAL INTROIT:  “Introit on Ephesians 5:8" James Mauk
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.

*  PROCESSIONAL HYMN 288: “O God of Vision” LOBE DEN HERREN

(The congregation rises as the organist begins the hymn.)

*  CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 119
Minister: Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord.
People: Happy are those who keep his decrees, who seek him with their whole heart,

who also do no wrong, but walk in his ways.
Minister: You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently.
People: O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes!
All: Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.

*  THE GLORIA PATRI 35 GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

*  THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

    CHORAL ADORATION:  “A Song for the Sabbath” Luise Mueller
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to thy name, O Most High; to declare thy steadfast
love in the morning, and thy faithfulness by night, O Most High. Psalm 92:1-4

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

    THE CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Minister: God of life, we confess that we often walk on winding paths and uncertain roads.
People: We confess that we sin both by intent and error.
Minister: We confess that we do not always listen carefully to your teachings

or pay attention to your way of life.
People: Forgive our unwillingness to recognize your grace in surprising places.
Minister: Pardon our hardness of heart toward others and ourselves. 

A time of silence for personal confession.

Minister: Bless us now with Lenten grace that we might walk in your ways, be transformed,
and be born anew into the people you created us to be.

All: Amen.

    THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON

MEDITATION

    THE EPISTLE LESSON: Ephesians 5:8-14
Minister: This is the word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

    THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

*  HYMN 586: “Open My Eyes, That I May See” OPEN MY EYES

*  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING AND PRAYER
We give thanks for the Eastern North Carolina Poverty Network, a CBF ministry in Northeastern North

Carolina focused on providing poverty relief by addressing food and housing insecurity.  Anna and
LaCount Anderson direct this ministry.  The cover of their book, ANITA FROM CONETOE, is on the altar.

*  THE DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above you heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PROCLAMATION
    ANTHEM:  “My Eyes for Beauty Pine” Herbert Howells

My eyes for beauty pine, my soul for God’s grace, no other care nor hope is mine, to heaven I turn
my face. One splendour thence is shed from all the stars above: 'tis named when God's name is said,
'tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love. And every gentle heart, that burns with true desire, is lit from eyes that
mirror part of that celestial fire. Robert Bridges

    THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 9:1-41

    SERMON: “Walking with Jesus Toward the Light (The Man Born Blind)” Dr. Wright

   AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are fellow travelers on a journey with Christ.
We walk in wonder as God leads us to paths that will challenge and nurture us.
We walk in wonder as we encounter the beauty and mystery of the world.
We walk in wonder as we open our minds and hearts fully to God.
We walk in wonder as we are welcomed and accepted for who we are.
We walk in wonder as we begin to see who God wants us to be.
We walk in wonder as we discover life in refreshing ways.
We walk in wonder as we experience the grief and the joy of being human.
We walk in wonder with Jesus toward the garden of eternal life.  Thanks be to God!

    THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

*  RECESSIONAL HYMN 56: “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX

(Persons desiring membership in our church are invited to come forward during the singing of this hymn.)

*  THE BENEDICTION AND CHORAL AMEN

*  ORGAN POSTLUDE:  Non Nobis, Domine William Byrd

* Please stand as you are able.

The arrangement on the altar reminds us of our Lenten journey to the cross.



WE WELCOME OUR GUESTS
We welcome our guests and would like for you to know more about Lakeside Church and its ministry. 

Members of Lakeside are persons on a journey of faith.  Our church seeks to be a worshiping and serving
community where the gospel of Jesus Christ is modeled and proclaimed.

Our church is Baptist by tradition and heritage, but in our worship and practice we seek to move beyond
the label of a denomination to incorporate the richness of other Christian traditions.  In our community service
we support many ecumenical ministries that convey God’s love beyond the lines of any denomination.

We receive members by affirmation of their faith or by transfer from other Christian churches.  We honor
the previous baptism of persons coming to Lakeside from other Christian denominations.  If you are interested
in knowing more about our church and its ministries, please fill out a guest card or speak to one of the ministers
or members.
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The paraments on the altar and pulpit, along with the ministers’ stoles, provide us with visual cues about the meaning
of our faith.  The color of the season is purple, used to indicate royalty and suffering alike, a reminder of Christ’s kingship
and the suffering he endured for us all.  Throughout Lent we undertake a journey of self-discovery leading to repentance
and renewal.  The symbol is comprised of the two Greek letters, chi and rho, the first two letters in the Greek word
Christos, meaning Christ.  The Acolyte brings light to the altar as a reminder of Christ, the Light of life, and leads us out
of the sanctuary as a reminder that we are to take this light to the world.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS
Worship bags are available in the narthex and have a variety of items that will help to make worship more

meaningful for our children.  Please return them to the narthex following worship.

BIBLES AND LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AVAILABLE
Bibles and several large print hymnals are available for your convenience and are located in the Prayer

Room off the Narthex.  Please ask an usher as you enter the sanctuary.

WIRELESS HEARING AIDS
Wireless hearing aids are available in the Prayer Room off the narthex.  Please ask an usher to assist you

with a set.  You may return the hearing aid to the Prayer Room following worship.

TODAY AT LAKESIDE
12:00 p.m. . . . . . . . . . Fellowship Luncheon and Strategic Plan Presentation, Robbins Hall
1:15 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . Diaconate, Conference Room
5:00 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . Children’s Choir, Music and Youth Building
5:00 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . Lakeside Youth Fellowship, Youth Room
6:30 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . Children and Youth  Dismiss

MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP & LUNCH
Join us as we gather with sister churches on Wednesday each week during Lent.  Worship begins at noon

followed by lunch provided by the host church.  There is no charge.  This week we meet at St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, 301 S. Circle Drive, at noon.  Laura Wittman, Pastor of the Mills Church, will preach.


