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He comes to us as One unknown,
without a name, as of old, by the lakeside.
He came to those men who knew Him not.

He speaks to us the same words:
“Follow thou me!”

and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfill for our time.
He commands.

And to those who obey Him,
whether they be wise or simple,

He will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts,
the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship,

and, as an ineffable mystery,
they shall learn in their own experience Who He is.

d     d     d     d     d



Matthew 4:18-22
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon,

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left
the boat and their father, and followed him.
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O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
     

In lowly paths of service free;
Tell me thy secret, help me bear

The strain of toil, the fret of care.

Help me the slow of heart to move
By some clear, winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,

And guide them in the homeward way.

Teach me thy patience; still with thee
In closer, dearer company,

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
In trust that triumphs over wrong.

In hope that sends a shining ray
Far down the future's broad'ning way,

In peace that only thou canst give,
With thee, O Master, let me live.

         Washington Gladden (1879)


