
March 14, 2021 The Worship of God The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Praying With Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Promenade from Pictures at an Exhibition Modeste Mussorgsky

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Young and old, sons and daughters of God,

you who are the diverse creations of God's imagination and love,
join in praise and thanksgiving as we worship the One who brings us together.

We gather for worship, bringing our varied stories, our unique gifts, and our distinct calls to serve.
We come together in partnership and mission, knowing that we are called to be the church:

to celebrate God's presence, serve others, seek justice, and offer hope of the Resurrected Christ.
We are called to be the body of Christ–a community of believers, a household of faith,

a communion of saints, the people of the covenant.
We are called to the one hope of our high calling–one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God.
As members of the body of Christ, we build on our sure foundation of Jesus Christ our Lord

and seek the vision of Christ's hope of the world.
Sharlande Sledge, from Prayers & Litanies for the Christian Seasons, adapted

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN: “For the Fruit of All Creation” AR HYD Y NOS

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God;

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, thanks be to God.

     
In the just reward of labor, God's will be done.

In the help we give our neighbor, God's will be done.
In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,

In the harvests we are sharing, God's will be done.
      

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  We confess that we do not see all people as equal.  We

do not believe that all people are as bright or insightful or productive or worthy or as good as we are. 
We do not see all people as your children.  Open our eyes to the rich diversity of the lives around
us.  Open our minds to the reality of a human family for which you are our heavenly Parent and
Christ is our brother.  Open our hearts to other hearts, all of which, beat to the rhythm of your heart. 

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 1:26-31

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM: “God Be in My Head” Andrea Ramsey
God be in my head and in my understanding, God be in my eyes and in my looking.  God be in my
head and in my understanding, God be in  my mouth and in my speaking.  God be in my heart.  God
be at my end and my beginning, and all days in between.

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 5:1-16

SERMON: “Seeing God in Other People” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for daily opportunities to be welcoming of other people.

The figure of an angel is on the altar (Hebrews 13:2).

ANTHEM:  “Have Mercy on Me” David Gungor, Latifah Alattas, Madison Cunningham
The goodness of the Lord is the kindness of the Lord with ev'ry breath we take, the gift of life and
grace; the power of the Lord is the meekness of the Lord, who bore humanity with brave humility:
Let Your mercy flow through us, Your mercy, Your mercy. Let Your mercy flow through us, Your
mercy, Your mercy.  The beauty of the Lord is the suff'ring of the Lord, is Christ upon a tree,
stripped of dignity, the glory of the Lord is the mercy of the Lord, gives life for us to see a new
humanity: Let Your mercy flow through us, Your mercy, Your mercy. Let Your mercy flow through
us, Your mercy, Your mercy. When they see us, may they see Your mercy, Your mercy. When they
know us, may they know Your mercy, Your mercy. Bless the hands and feet of those who serve in
need of the broken and ashamed, bless the weary soul the Lord will make us whole God, speak peace
to those afraid! May the words we speak build a bridge for peace; Your loving kindness shows the
way! Open up our doors giving refuge for all the weary and afraid. Let Your mercy flow through us,
Your mercy, Your mercy. Atticus Stoughton, soloist

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We come to God's sanctuary to pray, lifting our eyes to the cross,
finding the light that shines through the stained glass and onto the well-worn pews.
These things we recognize . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be lifted up, looking for his presence in the sunrise,
finding peace in a mountain stream, sensing hope in new buds on bare branches.
This world we observe . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to fellowship, peering into the eyes of friends and strangers,
looking for love and offering compassion, giving more than a glance when meeting a need.
These people we notice . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be blessed, looking closely at everything around us, paying more
attention to all that is within us, so that we can become a worthy reflection and blessing to others.
We see ourselves . . . praying with our eyes.

POSTLUDE:  Come, Ye Sons of Art, Away Henry Purcell
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