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Shepherds search for their lost sheep, but for their own profit.  Men
seek their lost property, but out of self-interest.  Travelers visit foreign
countries, but for their own benefit.  Kings offer ransoms for prisoners,
but out of political calculation.

But why have you searched for me?  Why have you sought me out? 
Why have you visited this hostile earth where I live?  Why have you
ransomed me with your blood?

I am not worthy of such effort.  Indeed in my sin I have wilfully tried
to escape from you, so you would not find me.  I have wanted to become
a god myself, deciding for myself what is good and bad according to my
own whims and lusts.  I have provoked you and insulted you.

Why do you bother with me?
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John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. ~ Jesus
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Prayer

African American Spiritual

I want Jesus to walk with me.
I want Jesus to walk with me.
All along my pilgrim journey,

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.

When my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me.
When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me.

When my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Amen.


