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Lakeside Church offers its family so many different experiences and one
of those can happen every time you enter the Sanctuary.  First of all, think
about the word "sanctuary."  It can mean several things:  a place of refuge or
safety; a holy place; a sacred place.  What does it mean to you?  A place where
you worship?  A place where you greet old friends and new?  A place where
you can welcome visitors?  A place to soak in music?  A place to learn about
God?  It means different things to each of us.

Today as you meditate on this season of Lent—a season meant to bring
us closer to Christ, to walk toward the Cross and all it can mean in our
lives—I challenge you to look up as you enter the Lakeside sanctuary.  Look
up as you begin your trek down the aisle and follow the cross you see hung
there.  

That cross has something different than most crosses in most churches. 
Our cross has a memorial to a young life which ended tragically and much too
soon.  But that cross also can bring your thoughts closer to God and closer to
the message of Lent and of Easter.  Our cross contains a circular mosaic which



I think can represent the world in which we live.  It has beautiful, colorful
mosaics which bring us joy as we see it and as we contemplate it.  

Consider this message which could be embodied in that beautiful mosaic and
cross:  Christ came to earth to teach us how to live Heaven on earth.  His life
was spent teaching and leading and drawing us toward God and the
possibilities of living a heavenly life right where we are.  That mosaic,
representing the world, represents to me the Kingdom of God . . . the
Kingdom of God on earth.

Jim Somerville, pastor of First Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia, has a "tag
line" for their church.  It's something like this:  KOG2RVA.  The meaning is
“Kingdom of God to Richmond, Virginia.”  He admonishes his congregation
to consider this Kingdom every time they go out and about.  He tells them if
they see anything that is not of the Kingdom of God, they should go about
changing it and making it the Kingdom of God.  This might be a good thought
for us to carry during Lent and beyond.  We are a missional church.  We care
about our community and the many needs here.  Let us adopt a similar
mantra for ourselves:  KOG2RMNC.  As we go about our lives, may we
remember our walk down the aisle of Lakeside Church . . . may we remember
that we can make a difference right where we are . . . may we try with all our
might to bring the Kingdom of God to Rocky Mount, NC.
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Romans 14:17-19: "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because
anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human
approval.  Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and
to mutual edification."
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.


