
March 7, 2021 The Worship of God The Third Sunday in Lent

Praying With Our Eyes

PREPARATION AND PRAISE

PRELUDE:  Tres calme et doucement Claude Debussy/arr. Diana Kirkpatrick

WORDS OF WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 19
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the skies proclaim God’s wonders.
One day chatters to the next day and every night proclaims what it knows about God.
There is no language or words, yet the voice of creation echos throughout the world.
The law of the Lord is perfect, waking our spirits. God's bidding is virtuous, making us wise.
God's principles are right, causing our hearts to rejoice.
God's commands are clear, enabling us to see the world honestly.
Reverence of God is pure worship and lasts forever.
Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our heart be acceptable to you,
O Lord, our strength and redeemer.

THE INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER

HYMN: “We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God” ELLACOMBE

We sing your mighty power, O God, that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.

We sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
the moon shines full at your command, and all the stars obey.

         We sing your goodness, sovereign God, who filled the earth with food;
you formed the creatures with your word, and then pronounced them good.

Oh! how your wonders are displayed where'er we turn our eyes,
if we survey the ground we tread, or gaze upon the skies.

      There's not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known;
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from your throne.

While all that borrows life from you is ever in your care,
and everywhere that we can be, you, God, are present there.

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned.  Seeking to control the world that often

challenges and perplexes us, we have lost our sense of wonder.  Wanting to appear
sophisticated and enlightened, we have lost the simplicity of our faith.  Afraid of the
questions we cannot answer, we have made you distant and uninvolved.

Dazzle us with the beauty of the nighttime sky and the intricacy of a flower in bloom. 
Intrigue us with the unworried faith of a trusting child.  Surprise us with the nearness of your
Spirit and the steadiness of your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



MEDITATION

THE PSALTER LESSON: Psalm 104

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

ANTHEM:  "I Will Lift Mine Eyes to the Hills" David N. Childs
I will lift mine eyes to the hills, whence cometh my help? My help comes from God, the
Maker of heaven and earth. The Lord God watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your
right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you
from harm; your Maker will watch over you; the Lord will watch over your coming and
going both now and forever more. Psalm 121, paraphrased

PROCLAMATION

THE GOSPEL LESSON: John 3:1-21

SERMON: “Seeing God in the World” Dr. Wright

OFFERTORY OPPORTUNITY AND PRAYER
We give thanks for our Landscape Committee which keeps our grounds beautiful

and reminds us to be good stewards of creation.  Pruning shears and a trowel are on the altar.

ANTHEM:  “For the Beauty of the Earth” arr. John Rutter
For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which from our birth over
and around us lies, Lord of all to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.  For the
beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale, and tree and flow'r, sun and
moon, and stars of light, Lord of all to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. For the
joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth and friends above, for all
gentle thoughts and mild, Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. For
each perfect gift of love to our race so freely given, graces human and divine, flow'rs of
earth and buds of heav'n, Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.

Enjoy the video of the hymn, made last summer, with the help of our friends.

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We come to God's sanctuary to pray, lifting our eyes to the cross,
finding the light that shines through the stained glass and onto the well-worn pews.
These things we recognize . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be lifted up, looking for his presence in the sunrise,
finding peace in a mountain stream, sensing hope in new buds on bare branches.
This world we observe . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to fellowship, peering into the eyes of friends and strangers,
looking for love and offering compassion, giving more than a glance when meeting a need.
These people we notice . . . praying with our eyes.

We come to God's sanctuary to be blessed, looking closely at everything around us, paying more
attention to all that is within us, so that we can become a worthy reflection and blessing to others.
We see ourselves . . . praying with our eyes.

POSTLUDE:  Allegretto Giovanni Pescetti
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