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        In 2001 my husband and I visited our daughter who was serving in the
Peace Corps in Nicaragua.  She lived and served in the small town of El Castillo
approximately a nine hour bus ride from the Capital, Managua, and then a
three hour boat ride from the nearest town, San Carlos.

        El Castillo was only accessible by boat and our small boat included
several passengers along with live chickens purchased at an outdoor market
in San Carlos.  They would soon be dinner for some local residents.

        As we approached the town we noticed that most dwellings were
wooden and erected on stilts above the river.  The streets were dirt with a few
concrete walking paths.

        Some homes, hostels and a small hotel had electricity and running water
but most people cooked with wood and bathed or showered with cold water. 
We spent several nights in the small open air hotel with intermittent
electricity, cold showers, insects and some bats flying in and out at night.

        Our first morning there, Christina met us and was excited to show us her
town.  As we walked down the dirt streets we noted how poor the people
were.  Being a small town, visitors were always noticed.  Everyone we met



smiled and spoke to us and were so happy to meet " Christina's parents."  One
woman invited us inside her home to  have something to eat and drink.  I told
Christina that I felt it might be an imposition and was assured that she and
her family genuinely wanted to share what they had with us.  After we
enjoyed their hospitality and generosity we left and continued our walk
through El Castillo.  Happy children were playing with balls and sticks in the
street, dogs were running freely and people were working and doing their
daily chores.

       These people knew no other way of life but they seemed happy and
grateful for what they had.  They were proud of what they did and were
willing to share what little they had with people they had never met.

        We are blessed to live in a country where we have freedom and
opportunity.  Many of us live comfortable lives but still we take things for
granted and are often unhappy.

         I was truly walking in wonder of the people I met on the dirt roads of a
small town in Nicaragua.  I still am humbled by this memorable experience.
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Hebrews 13:16 (NIV)
And do not forget to do good and to share with others,

for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
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Prayer

     
Dear Lord,

thank you for the abundance of blessings you've freely offered me.
May I offer sacrifices pleasing to you.

Give me the eyes to see the need and the heart to do good,
sharing what I have.

Help me to not hesitate,
but be quick to sacrifice to another in need.
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